Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



\ 



THE WAY 



EVERLASTING LIFE. 



T* embrscs tba i 



ill ttajoyBOf heavoi 




LONDON; 
JAMES NISBET AND CO. 21 BERKEES STKEET. 



y-i-/. ol. zi') 



LONDON: 

IMnted by O. Barclay, Cistle Ht. I^iccstcr S<). 



EVERLASTING LIFE. 



CHAPTER I. 

" Verily, verily I say unto you, He that bjlieveth on me hath everlasting life." 

— St. John, vi. 47. 

These are the words of Jesus Christ the Son of God — 
God himself — equal with the Father : they are reported to 
us by faithful witnesses ; their veracity, iind the truth of 
the New Testament, have been fully proved — established 
without doubt. And my object is not now to endeavour 
to convince those who pretend to doubt, — I say pretend, 
for I do not believe that any one exists, or has existed, 
who does or did not stifle conscience, and speak against 
their own better judgment, when questioning the truth of 
the life and death of our Saviour, completed by His 
resurrection and ascension ; or of any other thing recorded 
in the blessed book we call the Bible. Those who have 
doubted through life have been obliged to confess the 
truth of these things, and their own error and obstinacy, 
on a dying bed, — ^then, we fear, too late to escape the fatal 
consequences to themselves; but their confessions and 
despair have left a solemn warning and fresh assurance to 
us of the truth. Let us, therefore, not only acknowledge 
that the holy Gospel is true, but \m^x^«»«k \IiaaX. i^^\. <3^ ^>a^ 
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hearts ; that ours may be a real, true, living faith, — not an 
assent with our wills or understandings alone that it is 
true, but a reality to us. Let unseen things be more real 
to us than things present and seen, — there is nothing 
firm, nothing tangible in the one — they slip from our 
grasp, and are in fact but shadows, semblances of the 
true : but these unseen things are eternal — founded on 
a Rock, and they must be made our own by faith. My 
wish and hope, with God^s blessing, is to explain what this 
faith is. It may seem to the thoughtless simple enough, 
and to others again full of insurmountable difficulty. It 
must involve much, for on its possession depends everlast- 
ing life, the greatest boon and blessing it is possible not 
only to wish for, but to enjoy — the height, beyond all 
comprehension, of happiness and blessing. 

God^s Holy Spirit alone can give this faith to us. He 
alone can make it clear to us. May He help us now to con- 
sider it, enlighten us, and bestow it upon us of His great 
mercy* 

Simply to believe that a thing is true, is not that faith 
spoken of in the Bible as inheriting everlasting life. We 
are told, " the devils believe and tremble. ^^ To have faith 
in a thing, is to put our whole trust and dependence on it 
(we often apply the word in common speaking to persons 
and things in the world), and its meaning is, that we 
build all our hopes on it (a person or thing), and that it 
possesses a high place in our estimation. Is it, as hus- 
bandmen, a means you use, or a method of tilling the 
ground, that you feel assured will give you a good crop 
in return ? Is it, as an instructor of youth, the plan you 
think infallible of imparting the instruction? As a 
phjrsiciaDj a remedy you feel most sanguine will ensure 
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the cure of a disease ? You trust in the thing, the means, 
or plan, and have strong confidence in it, and rest all 
your hope on it; in other words, you have /ai/A in it. 
Your belief influences your practice; your confidence is 
not to be shaken ; you use the means upon which you 
place your faith unceasingly ; you think you have made a 
discovery of the most beneficial, valuable thing in the 
world, — no one would easily succeed in an attempt to in- 
duce you to place any other thing higher in your estima- 
tion; your thoughts dwell upon your cleverness, and 
skill, and good fortune in having made the discovery; 
your heart is in and on what you think of so much good, 
your conversation turns naturally upon the subject thus in 
your heart, with real interest, and you heartily try to con- 
vince others, and to get them to agree with you, upon its 
value and high importance. 

Now real faith in Christ will do all this also, have this 
same influence, produce these efiects on your conduct. If 
it does not, we may be sure it is not real, not living faith. 
If you have discovered and have a real faith in the pearl of 
great price held out to you in the Gospel -—even the good 
news of salvation through Christ — your heart, and hope, 
and confidence will be placed on that ; all other things 
will become worthless in your eyes, and that will be far 
highest in your estimation ; and the same influence will 
appear in the whole conduct as I have described as the 
result of faith or trust in any earthly thing. Now to 
estimate a thing highly we must first have felt our need of 
it ; we must feel our want of a thing before we shall either 
seek for it, or know its value when we have found it. The 
physician, and teacher, and husbandman, each must have 
found great difficulties, ineffieieiie^ Va \!tifc \£\sJCtvsA^ *^^ 
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had to use, before they tried in earnest to discover some 
better way, or rejoiced when they had thus gained any 
increase of knowledge, or wisdom, or skill. 

It must be the same before we shall seek after or value 
Jesus Christ, so as to have real faith in Him. 

In the Bible we read the perfect law of God. We 
must truly feel how inexcusably, how entirely we have 
transgressed that law ; we must feel how guilty and lost, 
irretrievably lost we are, how powerless to save ourselves, 
before we can value Jesus as our only hope of salvation 
and place real faith on Him. We read the perfect law of 
God, and the sentence of death upon all who break — 
transgress that law, in the slightest particular. Let us ask 
ourselves. What have we done ? what is the catalogue of 
transgressions written down against us ? Can we attempt 
to enumerate them ? It was not a great sin that cast 
Adam and Eve out of Paradise — a simple eating a bit of 
fruit ; we should be apt to look upon it as a very trifling 
offence. It was not murder, theft, swearing, or even 
Sabbath-breaking, (which some think so very trifling a fault, 
if fault at all), but it was still disobedience to the will of 
God ; and as such, sin, and as guilty, as heinous, in the sight 
of God as the blackest crimes. He judges us in the same 
way now. All disobedience is sin ; even the most trifling 
word, or act, or thought : and We are as truly condemned for 
it as the greatest criminals, and surely shall we be punished 
for ever and ever if we feel not our guilt so as to flee for 
refuge and pardon to Christ by a real faith. " He that 
offends in one point (of the law) is guilty of all.'' Let us 
then take Adam and Eve's fall and condemnation as an 
example of this: if they were condemned by a just God for 
that one (as we think small) offence ; if they and all their 
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posterity were condemned to eternal deaths endless misery, 
and could be saved from that dreadful fate in no other way 
than by the death of the all-Holy One, God Himself, in 
the person of Jesus Christ, in their stead ; can we doubt 
that God will still inevitably punish the least sin, and that 
all the world, every creature, is guilty in His sight, con- 
demned already, if without real faith in the Son of God, 
who by the tremendous sacrifice of Himself became the 
only remedy and escape for us ? 

Oh, let us reflect how guilty we must be in God's sight \ 
Not one little act of disobedience, but innumerable are our 
transgressions, — more in number than the hairs of our head. 
Our best acts, our very prayers, and most innocent words 
and thoughts, are imperfect, unworthy, m, in the sight 
of a pure, holy, all-perfect God. Our nature is fallen, weak, 
prone to sin ; we cannot please God. If we say that we 
do not sin — if we say, or think, that we can ever be 
pleasing in God's sight (unless clothed with the right- 
eousness of Jesus), it only shows the more how truly we 
are still "in the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity,'' 
how perfectly ignorant we are of the perfection and 
holiness of the God we have to serve, or of the law we 
have to obey. 

The more we meditate on that law, the more clearly 
we come to understand it and see its requirements, the 
more humbly shall we feel how completely we have broken 
it, how far we are sunk from its holiness and purity, and 
how utterly unable we are to keep any part of it ; so we 
shall feel ourselves under condemnation, and the law will be 
our schoolmaster to bring us to Christ. Each one who 
has not a living faith in Christ is as on the brink oC ^ 
precipice, jostled by a crowd, awtiouxiftLeftL ^a.Oa. \Ciwas»^»^"\ 
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a hundred arms ready to push him over; (namely, diseases 
and accidents of all sorts,) restrained only by the hand of 
the Almighty, and ready at His bidding to launch us into 
an eternity of misery. We all live as with a veil before 
our eyes ; if that was removed, the best of us would shudder 
at our coldness, our want of watchfulness and earnestness, 
when we consider the awfulness of the risk we run, the 
immensity, the eternity of the happiness or misery 
that depends upon ourselves, upon our choosing the 
narrow road, and watching that we keep in it, and per- 
severe along it — or, on the other hand, stray from the path 
or sleep in it. If present things blind our eyes and dim 
our faith, if it be a dead faith, not influencing our actions, 
not spurring us to rise up at once, and work, and strive, 
and wrestle, and watch, and " press forward towards the 
mark, the prize of our high calling in Christ Jesus,^^ 
(which will be the effect of that faith which alone can give 
eternal life), — if this be the case with us, how awful is 
the risk we run if we go on another day without striving 
to have this veil removed ; by meditating in earnest on 
those truths which perhaps we acknowledge as truths, but 
have not a real faith in, for they influence not our lives ! 
Let us meditate on them till they become more and more 
real to us. Let us tremble lest, a promise being left us of 
entering into rest, we should come short of it ; lest, by a 
little idleness, self-indulgence, or want of earnestness, we 
should fail to secure for ourselves the "living faith,'^ 
which, after the few short years we have to pass here, will 
be our passport to never-ending bliss, the want of which 
will doom us to never-ending misery. 

To the unconverted sinner (one who does not feel 
himself a sinner) this veil is so impenetrable, he is totally 
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ignorant of his awful position ; and therefore those wha' 
have been awakened, have been by God's grace enabled to 
see in some degree, would cry aloud, would warn, and beg,- 
would earnestly implore them. Oh, think and listen ! 
consider the dreadful precipice on which you stand ! think 
what will be your doom, what may be your doom the next 
instant! — why will you perish? Oh, listen to an affec- 
tionate warning : we feel with trembling that the moment 
when we call may be the last, and shudder while we cry 
out for dread that it may be too late ! We feel for you, 
though you do not feel for yourselves ; we grieve to see you 
going on to destruction ; we bless the merciful God who 
has awakened us. Oh, learn by our experience — stop and 
think, — ^look at the future, — understand your position, — 
that you may feel your guilt and be led to believe and live. 
You are overwhelmed with sin, as I have before said ; 
the very best of us is overwhelmed with sin : for all disobe- 
dience, even in thought, to the will of God, is sin, and the 
wages of sin is certain, — everlasting death and misery. The 
law is, " Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart:'' hast thou done.it? then thou art condemned. "Thou 
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself;" hast thou done so ? 
then thou art condemned. For every idle word thou shalt 
be brought to judgment; what wilt thou answer for all 
thy idle words and idle thoughts ? And what for all those 
that, worse than idle, were wicked? Thou art condemned ; 
the sentence may be executed this day^ this night. We see - 
people dread things in this world, things that are but 
trifles, — dread an epidemic disease, are in a real state of 
alarm, most eager in getting possession of a remedy ; they 
dread accidents, losses, and the displeasure of man w^.^ 
temporal punishment ; tYie^ dxe^di >i\v\\y^ "^^ '«s^ \ssss^ 
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uncertain^ and even unlikely to happen ; but never think 
of dreading " eternal misery, ^^ and providing against that ; 
and if that was done they need have no other cause for 
dread: they dread not^ and provide not agaiiist that 
misery, which is inevitable (if they secure not to them- 
selves safety from it in Christ), and not, like the worst 
misfortunes of this world, of short duration and combined 
with many palliatives, but endless, and with no bright 
side, — complete, utter misery and woe. If the happiness of 
heaven passes our understanding, so also does the inde- 
scribable misery of the place of punishment. Oh, if you 
would but think, really think of that word, " eternity ^^ — 
endless agony and remorse; no hope, no comfort, and, 
worse than all, no death to end it. For what are you 
risking, having this for your doom ? What are you enjoy- 
ing in this world that you dream worth such awful peril ? 
What are the pleasures of sin ? Ask your own heart in 
truth, — disappointment, vexation, remorse, bitterness ; 
these are the fruits you reap : peace you know not, nor 
real joy, and you are risking the loss of an eternity of 
inestimable happiness, and the possession of an eternity 
of incomprehensible woe. 

Oh let me earnestly, affectionately entreat you. Go not 
on one moment longer, awake and live. All who are not 
in Christ, I implore you, dread death ! it may come to 
you at any moment; dread to go on in your present 
state, in rebellion and disobedience to God; see the 
awfulness of your position, feel how lost and ruined 
you are, and the next moment you may die, and be lost 
for ever — (no one can deny that they may die the next 
moment; many die daily, sitting in their chair, or standing, 
or walking, without any previous warning : it is not neces- 



EVERLASTING LIFE. 9 

sary to have an illness, to be on a railroad, on a field of 
battle, or on the ocean, to die, — death is close to us all, — 
it may be you or I called next) ; oh try to feel this, to 
dread that it may come and find you unprepared ; feel 
yourself hopeless, lost, — you will then be prepared to fly 
to Jesus for pardon and safety, with a true, living faith ; 
feel your lost state, dread death, and the endless misery 
that awaits you, — you will then know the value of Jesus 
as the only safety, the only refuge. And go to Him with 
real faith. You will hear Him saying, when you cry out, 
"What must I do to be saved ?^' "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life V He will not tell you that till you 
seek to know the way. When you seek for rest from your 
doubts and fears. He will say, "Come unto me, and I 
will give you rest.'^ When you feel yourself indeed a lost 
sinner, when you cry, '^ God be merciful to me ! " He 
will say, "My blood cleanseth from all sin!^' "Believe 
on me, and thou shalt have everlasting life, and peace, and 
joy, and happiness here, in exchange for sin, and dread, 
and disappointment.'^ 

The words of Christ himself you cannot doubt. God 
cannot lie; He cannot repent or fail of His promises while 
time remains. These words can give peace to the worst of 
sinners. Oh, feel this day that you are guilty — ^lost ! Listen 
to these words as a message from God himself; go at 
once — do not put it oflf ; kneel down before Him — remem- 
ber, feel sure, that you are in God's presence, that Jesus 
is with you, hears every word, sees every thought ; there 
can be no hypocrisy in His sight, nor need you care about 
the words you use : God looks into your heart, upon your 
wishes and feelings. If you are indeed aroused to a sense 
of your danger and your guilt, \i -jow \i^\«H^ ^^ ^^'y?^ 
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Christ died to save sinners, if you believe that He alone 
can save you, oh, tell Him so, — confess yourself a sinner ; 
own all your guilt, and helplessness, and misery; pray Him 
to give you a deep sense of your guilt, and pray Him to 
wash you in His blood (precious enough, all-suflBcient to 
wash away all sins^ innumerable, deepest-dyed sins), to 
clothe you with His perfect righteousness as with a gar- 
ment, that you may appear before God, not in your own 
person, but in His; united to Him by faith. If you thus 
repent of sin, thus pray for forgiveness, throwing yourself 
at the feet of Jesus, trusting entirely and faithfully on' 
Him as your only hope of that forgiveness, resolving with 
His aid to strive to live to Him henceforth ; you may feel 
assured you will be forgiven, are forgiven, at that moment 
you have done this ; for Jesus has promised, " Whosoever 
cometh unto me I will in no wise cast out/^ If we doubt, 
if we fear to believe, we shall be acting as if we thought 
Jesus could lie, or fail of His word. 

Thus to go to Jesus, believing and trusting Him as 
our only Saviour, — thus as it were to unite ourselves to 
Him, by laying our load of sin at the foot of His cross, 
and being clothed instead with His perfect righteousness, 
we lay the foundation, do as it were the first act of that 
faith, which will increase more and more till it attain to 
everlasting life, and we shall find it will bring comfort 
and peace; and it will not be dead or unfruitful as long as 
we hold fast our trust in Jesus and cling to Him : the dew 
shall descend and the rain from heaven, even the Spirit, 
which shall spring up in us as a fountain of living water, 
and will make this seed of faith to spring up and grow ; 
make us to be conformed more and more to the likeness 
of Him to whom we are united by faith, till at last the 
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d man shall have vanished away^ and we shall have 
^^come new creatures, and shall go on and shine more 
jid more till we become perfected in heaven. 

Dear reader, whoever you may be, this faith may be 
'Otirs. Oh, seek it ; rest not till you obtain it. If you are 
tie greatest of sinners it may be yours : the deeper sense 
^X)u have of guilt, the better prepared you are to trust 
Entirely in Christ. And you who are going on securely 
"because not committing great sins, arouse you, and learn 
*that you are sinners also, and secure real safety and peace 
*by real faith in Jesus. Young and old, rich and poor, who- 
mever you may be, you must first learn to feel that you are 

* sinners, and then you will value Jesus as a Saviour, the 

* only Saviour ; you will trust Him with your whole hearts, 
and thus be found in Him, and will obtain everlasting 
life. 



CHAPTER II. 

•• If we coufieBs our sins, God is finthful and just to forgive iisour sins.'*—! Jolm^ 
i.9. 

** For godly sorrow worketh repentance unto salvatioD, not to be repented of." 
—2 Cor. vii. 10. 

*' When the load of sin is felt, 
And much forgiveness known, 
Then the heart of course will melt, 
Though hard before as stone." 

*' I am merciful, saith the Lord, and I ynll not keep anger for ever ; only 
acknowledge thine iniquity that thou hast transgressed against the Lord."-« 
Jer. iii 12, 13. 

Faith, we have before shown, is a uniting ourselves to 
Jesus ; not merely believing what we read in the Gospel 
as true, but applying it to ourselves, acting upon it, seek- 
ing life and safety, placing our whole hope and trust on it. 
Now, if we have felt deeply our sinfulness and lost condi- 
tion, the ''good news^' that there is pardon and safety 
through Jesus Christ will be to us the thing of the greatest 
importance — it will be, indeed, the pearl of great price, 
the inestimable treasure, that we have discovered — the 
exceeding good news, so that all other things will weigh 
light in the balance. 

The blessing of a Saviour cannot be prized by one who 
has not felt his lost state, in consequence of sin, without 
Him ; therefore a sense of our own sinfulness and our own 
misery is absolutely necessary, as the first step, before a 
right repentance, or a right faith, can follow. And again, 
with and upon a true faith will succeed love : the person 
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who^ indeed^ has felt the weight of sin^ and trembled at 
the eternal punishment that awaited him^ will love the 
Saviour who has taken away that load and given him rest 
and peace. The heavier we have felt the weight of sin^ 
the more shall we love Jesus for taking it away ; and^ of 
course, if we do not feel our sins^ or our own helplessness 
to free ourselves from either their guilt, punishment, or 
from their power, we cannot be thankful to or love Jesus 
for taking them away, and offering us help and strength 
through Him to subdue our sinful nature. Without this 
deep sense of sin and unworthiness we cannot have a right 
repentance, we cannot have a true faith, and we cannot 
expect love to foDow. The result of true repentance and 
faith is pardon, certain pardon, for it is the promise of 
God ; but without it there is no pardon. Jesus will not 
throw away that inestimable blessing upon one who cares 
not to have it, who does not feel the want of it, who will 
not ask, nor seek, nor wish for it ; so, though Jesus has 
died for all, and all may obtain pardon through Him, yet 
His death will be no benefit to us, we shall not be par- 
doned, unless we personally (each one for himself) feel 
our sinfulness, feel our need of Him, and go to Him (each 
one for himself) with a heartfelt confession and repent- 
ance, a firm trust that He alone can pardon, and earnest 
entreaty that He will pardon us : our faith must be like 
that which cried out, ^^ Speak the word and I shall be 
healed /' it implies a sense of want of healing, a firm be- 
lief that He can do it, an earnest desire, a waiting for a 
reply, and to that cry a reply of peace will come, and then 
love will follow. 

The meaning of the word " repentance ^^ is, heartfelt 
sorrow, hatred of sin, a longing de%\£^ \.o\ife i^^^^\^wsi.*>iM9 
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power; therefore, when repentance is sincere and true, 
and consequently ' sin is forgiven, love will spring up in 
the heart, and a good and holy life will be the result. A 
real repentance or true faith, without producing good 
works, is an impossibility. Of a true repentance and 
right faith the natural result will be love — deep, heartfelt 
gratitude and love — to Him, who left his home of happi- 
ness and glory, lived a life of poverty, suflFering, and 
fatigue in this world, and died a death of agony and shame 
to save us miserable sinners, to take away that load of sin 
that we feel intolerable, and to give us pardon and peace. 
He did not die for friends, for those who loved Him, but 
for enemies, who had rebelled against Him and hated 
Him ; He loved us and pitied us when we never thought 
of Him: therefore, when our eyes have been opened to 
see our misery without Him, when we feel our wretched- 
ness, and find Him our refuge, our Saviour, then we dis- 
cover His amazing love, and apply it to ourselves ; feeling 
He died for me, He lived a life of suffering for me, He has 
pardoned ?ne, He loves me. He will give me " everlasting 
life,^' then can we fail to adore and love, to love with our 
whole hearts, to think our all, all we have and all we are, 
not too much to give Him, but nothing? Can we ever 
cease to feel regret that our best efforts, all that we can 
do, is so unworthy a return to Him, and to wish to serve 
Him with all our hearts? — not with the idea of making 
any return, but as the natural effect of gratitude and love. 
If we had had a friend on earth, who had helped us in a 
great diflficulty, who had borne suffering and fatigue for us 
for a year, or even less, we should feel gratitude and love, 
if not made of stone ; how much more if he had given his 
¥Fhole life to suffering for our sakes^ and then died to save 
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US from death ! How is it, then, that our hearts are so hard 
that we do not love Jesus? It is want of faith. If we 
have felt the misery of sin, so as to fly to Jesus for deliver- 
ance from it, and have the blessed assurance that He can 
and does pardon it, which a true faith gives, then we must 
love. Let us strive and pray earnestly to obtain this faith ; 
let us endeavour to realise to ourselves all the love erf 
Christ (though it passes understanding in this finite state, 
yet let us try to feel it to the utmost of our limited 
powers); think of 'His sufferings, and think of the un- 
wearied life of goodness that He lived on earth; all His 
days were spent in teaching and going about doing good ; 
whole nights he passed in prayer, while we think a half or 
quarter of an hour wearisome. He had no need of prayer 
but for our sakes ; we have need to pray without ceasing, 
for our wants are innumerable. And He suffered hunger, 
and cold, and heat, and insult — was pained by the wilful 
perverting of His words and actions, by wicked devices to 
catch Him and to accuse Him ; He learnt by experience 
to know every suffering, mental and bodily, sin only ex- 
cepted. Let us realise all this. There is not a trial, great 
or small, that any of us have to bear, but was borne by 
Jesus; therefore, under the pressure of great trials and 
little annoyances, let us think of Him — let them lead us 
to love Him more — the more hard they seem to us to 
bear, the more let us value the love of Jesus in bearing the 
same for our sakes ; and let the thought that He bare these 
same trials and sufferings sweeten them to us, and help us 
to bear them patiently and cheerfully, delighting to be 
conformed to Him in all things. Let us esteem it a privi- 
lege, a mark that we belong to Him, when we have the 
cross to bear after Him. 
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This love and gratitude to Jesus Christ, which true 
faith will produce, will also make hateful to us all that we 
feel would be displeasing in His sight, contrary to His 
will and to His perfect character, the blessed example He 
left for our imitation; we shall love Him fervently, and 
reverence and admire His character, and it will be our 
earnest endeavour to imitate it ; we shall study His words 
and actions as those of a dear friend, and meditate on 
them till they become the rules and principles of our own 
life; we shall love what He loved, and hate what He 
hated; we shall love sinners and try and labour to bring 
them to Christ, but we shall hate sin. To glorify God, to 
save sinners, and to do good, were the objects of our 
Saviour^s life : let them be that of ours, so shall we show 
that we love Him, and are wishing to become like Him ; 
and thus shall we make manifest that we have a true^ 
living faith, even that faith which worketh by love, and 
will lead to everlasting life. 



CHAPTER III. 

*' If a man love me he will keep my words, and my Father will love him, and 
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him."— iSt. John^ xiv. 23. 

*' Thou shalt keep him in perfect peace whose heart is stayed on thee." — ha. 
xxvi 3. 

" If thou, Jesus, still be nigh. 
Cheerful I'll live and joyful die ; 
Secure, though mortal comforts flee. 
Of endless joy and peace with Thee." 

" One there is, above all others, 

Well deserves the name of Friend, — 
His is love beyond a brother's. 

Costly, free, and knows no end : 
They who once His kindness proves 
Find it everlasting love I " 

We considered in the last chapter the eflfect of true faith : 
that it produces love — real, fervent love — and gratitude to 
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for their united work 
in our redemption. To the Father, for having loved and 
pitied us, and devised the wondrous plan of that redemp- 
tion ; to the Son, for having lived and died to execute that 
plan ; and to the Holy Spirit, who makes it ours by help- 
ing us to repent, to believe, and then to become holy. 
The more sincere has been our repentance or sorrow for 
sin, and the deeper has been our sense of our utter unwor- 
thiness and helplessness — the more we have felt our weak- 
ness, our inability even to think a good thought of our- 
selves, the more shall we rejoice at the salvation so freely 
offered to us, the more thankfully shall we cast our load of 
sin at the foot of the cross, and place our whole hope and 
trust and dependence on Jesus Christ as our Beii^^^^R^.'^^^ 
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our Saviour, our best and dearest Friend, who has helped 
us out of all our sorrows, turned our darkness into light, 
and our mourning into joy; and the more shall we love 
Him. He will be our '^all in al^ ^^the fairest among 
ten thousand, and the altogether lovely/* My dear friends, 
this doctrine is often misunderstood. Some fear, that if 
faith is much insisted on and preached as all that is neces- 
sary to salvation, it will give encouragement to neglect 
good works, and to live unholy and useless lives. This 
difficulty about faith and good works has been a stum- 
bling-block to many, and, I fear, will be so until the Spirit 
of God will make it clear by their own experience. May 
He enlighten me and bless my effort in trying to explain 
it, and may He lead each one to seek the solving of his 
difficulties and doubts in the way that God has com- 
manded; that is, by the narrow way of repentance. Waste 
not precious time now, by useless speculation about things 
that reason alone will never make clear to you, but begin 
obediently, set one foot forward on your road, and at each 
step your way will become plain. It is like sitting at 
home when you have a long journey to take in an un- 
known country, and trying to settle the state of the roads, 
the different stages you will stop at, what difficulties you 
may meet with and how you are to surmount them, when it 
is clear all your speculations can be of no avail. If the 
journey is absolutely necessary, it would be far better to 
set forward at once with a determined will, only taking 
care that you take the right road ; and then, as you travel 
along, as the difficulties present themselves, you will be 
able to use your judgment and exert your ingenuity and 
resources to meet each as it comes. Let not precious time 
pass away while you are trying to reconcile doubts and 
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difficulties which in your own strength, and by your own 
reason, you never , n^^ will be able to do ; but go to Jesus 
Christ at once; pray to Him earnestly for repentance, for 
a sense of your sins ; pray to Him to " help your unbelief/^ 
to give you precious faith : do not grow weary, nor faint, 
nor despair; depend not on your own reason, but only on 
Him; and pray instantly, until He hears you. He will 
hear you, and then the veil will fall from your eyes; 
you will understand, see clearly, all difficulties will be 
solved, — you mil believe, you will love, and you wiU 
become holy. 

As true is it that ^^ without holiness no man shall see 
the Lord,'' as it is " Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 
thou shalt be saved/' Christ has no union or fellowship 
with sin : to be made one with Christ (by faith) and to 
sin (that is, to have any pleasui^e in sin, any love for sin, 
or delight in it) is a contradiction — an impossibility. 
'^Whom he justifies, them He also sanctifies;" there- 
fore we cannot say we have faith, if it appear not in 
our lives — it is not real faith; real faith and love go 
together, and holiness will follow. The command is, 
'^ Repent and believe :" let us obey. Jesus will take care 
of the rest ; you will become His by faith, and so long as 
you abide in Him, live on Him, by prayer, He will carry 
on the spiritual life within you : He will be to you, and 
within you, strength, wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, 
and redemption. Not that I would be understood to 
mean from what I have said, that the true Christian 
never sins; perfect freedom from the temptations and 
the power of sin is not given to any in this mortal state. 
It is a warfare here and a struggle till the end—our 
armour must never be laid aside ; but the true Ghsi&tv&s^ 



20 EVEBLASTING LIFE. 

one who is united to Christ by faith, has no love for sin : 
on the contrary, he hates it; and he has a supply of 
strength from his Saviour sufficient to enable him to 
resist and conquer it, — he has only to seek this strength 
and to use it. The Christian feels the proneness of 
his nature to sin ; he cries out with St. Paul, ^' Who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death?'' But his faith is 
strong also to say, ^^I thank God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.'' He is here surrounded by infirmities and 
weaknesses. Faith itself, at the best, is imperfect ; our 
enemy " as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he 
may devour." If the Christian for one moment takes his 
eyes off his Saviour, grows careless or weary, ceases to 
^^ pray always,*' he falls : but his heart falls not ; he loves 
his Saviour still ; he grieves to have wounded Him ; and 
presses on again toward the mark, with increased earnest- 
ness and zeal, love and watchfulness. The life of faith 
requires watchfulness that it fail not, . because it is a 
hidden life. The motives and objects, all connected with 
it, are only spiritually discerned ; and things present and 
seen are ever acting upon our senses, to divert our thoughts 
and affect our hearts : but yet, as the Christian goes on, 
that hidden life becomes more and more real. Faith 
increases till it becomes almost sight. He has a world, a 
home within him ; his Saviour is there in his heart; he can 
retire and commune with Him, as with his beloved, best 
friend ; he can ask wisdom, and strength, and guidance at 
any moment, and can tell his griefs : there is comfort from 
his Saviour's presence, warm at his heart, a joy and sun- 
shine there ; no sorrow, no cloud, can reach. How little 
can those who think religion dull and gloomy, a thing to 
he put off as long as possible, and to be sought for 
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merely as a passport to another world, but as of no 
comfort in this world; how little do they know what 
religion is ! Be but in Christ, all is ours in this world 
and in the world to come ; we are then above the reach of 
all fear and all sorrow ; to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 
Death (the greatest of all evils to the mind of those to 
whom Christ is unknown) is gain, a friend, a privilege 
to the believer ; the call home, the end of all his struggles. 
Faith is turned to sight, through death, and joy and love 
are perfected. Each one, I think, must have felt a craving 
void in his heart, which nothing satisfies ; there is an ever- 
seeking for perfect happiness, perfect peace, peifect love : 
is it not so ? Human love is imperfect^ it never seems to 
satisfy the heart ; in what we call happiness (the best 
earth can give) there is a want : all know it, and have felt 
it : it is not perfect ; there is a vacuum, an unfilled spot : 
but in love to Christ, in happiness derived from our heart 
and our home being in heaven, this void is not, Jesus is 
perfect; His love exceeds all that we can imagine. He 
laid down His life for me : can I wish greater love ? He 
laid down His life when I was an enemy and a rebel : is 
not my heart satisfied and filled ? And His love continues : 
no moment does it vary or change ; no moment can I cry 
to Him and He be heedless of my cry; no little, little pain 
can I feel, nor unkind word can I hear, but Jesus feels 
with me. 

Sympathy is sweet on earth ; but how imperfect is the 
truest sympathy here ! One heart cannot reach to or 
understand, (but in a remote degree,) what another feels. 
One cannot explain to our dearest friend how it is, or 
what it is, that often goes like a dagger to the heart ; but 
Jesus feels, and sees, and knows exactly \ '^^ wRfc*^ \ss:X. NjSk 
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tell Him ; but, fall on our knees, or lift our eyes, or rather 
our hearts — remember His presence with us, within us ; 
there is instant sympathy and real comfort. We prostrate 
ourselves before Him ; — " Our sin, our fault, our pain; the 
angry thought that rises in our heart; our struggle to 
overcome it j our struggle to say, ^ Thy will be done -y the 
overwhelming grief (if it is so); — we need not to tell Him ; 
He sees, He feels^ He knows what we need — what we 
would ask. Oh ! the peace, the comfort of thus pros- 
trating ourselves, thus laying all our grief, and pain, and 
trials before Jesus ! It is like a child^s laying its head 
(and by so doing it feels it lays all its cares and griefs) in 
its mother^s lap. Perfect faith would \mx!L^ perfect peace. 
Perfect faith we may not be able to attain to, but let us 
strive after it more and more ; more and more realise the 
presence of Jesus ; more and more converse with Him in 
prayer, and love Him, that He and His Father may love 
us, and come unto us, and take up their abode with us. 
Let us strive to purify and cleanse our hearts frem all 
evil, and make them fit temples for His presence. Let 
love dwell there — love to God and love to man, which is 
the fulfilling of the law. And let all things frivolous, and 
vain, and proud, and worldly, all things unworthy of the 
presence of our Saviour, be cast out. Oh ! may we be 
enabled to do this ; may we obtain a pure heart that we 
may at the last see God ! ^^ 

" Oh ! who could bear life's stormy doom, 
Did not thy word of love 
Come brightly bearing through the gloom 
A palm branch from above ? 

Then sorrow, touched by thee, grows bright 

With more than rapture's ray ; 
As darkness shows us worlds of light 

We never saw by day." 



CHAPTER IV. 

" God is love."— 1 John, iv. 16. 

" Gkxi commendeth His love towards us, in that while we were yet sinners Christ 
died for u&" — Romans, v. 8. 

" Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them that fear TTiwi ; 
for He knoweth our frame. He remembereth that we are dust." — Psalm ciii. 13, 14. 

" He was their Saviour. In all their affliction He was afflicted, and the Angel 
of His presence saved them ; in His love and in His pity He redeemed them." — 
Isaiah, Ixiii. 9. 

" Come boldly to the throne of grace. 
The Saviour's piercM heart 
Is touched with our afflicted case 
In its most tender part. 

Come boldly to the throne of grace 

With all your wants and fears, 
The Saviour's hand shall kindly chase 

Away the bitterest tears." 

I ENDEAYOUBED in the last chapter to impress upon the 
hearts of those who think religion dull and sad^ that^ on 
the contrary^ it alone can give real joy^ and peace^ and 
happiness; that alone^ by placing our hearts on Jesus 
Christy can we fill the aching void, can satisfy the craving 
for repose, rest, and perfect trust in a perfect Friend, — in 
One who will never disappoint, never misunderstand, 
never fail us. But there is another truth (more consoling 
still) which we must now contemplate, a truth often not 
fully, not personally realised ; and by not realising it we 
lose inestimable comfort and encouragement : — it is, that 
*^ Jesus Christ loves us/' This is acknowledged by all who 
call themselves Christians, and therefac^ V^^V^te^^Niosi^.'^^R. 
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died for us, but really felt, really believed by few. We 
think He loved the world as a whole, but we do not feel 
enough ^^ He loves meJ^ We are apt to believe that our 
friends love us ; that some one or other of them loves lis 
most truly and sincerely — so much so that even our follies, 
or even our crimes, would not cause their love to us to 
cease — (this most people can feel, or could feel, of some 
one in the world) — but we do not feel this with regard to 
Jesus Christ ; and yet the love of Jesus is as far above 
that of our dearest friends as heaven is above earth. His 
forbearance, compassion, and long-sufiFering are without 
limit ! Oh, try to realise this ! His love is perfect ; we 
could not wish it — it could not be — increased, for it passeth 
knowledge. And if we consider God as the Father, His 
love to us began before all time ; His love, shadowed forth 
in everything that has been, is now, or shall be : all events 
that have ever happened, or will happen, are not ruled by 
blind chance, but ordered by His providence, guided by 
love, — ^mingled with justice, it is true, in the punishment of 
sin, but still by perfect love. 

Love, even the finite love of a parent, may burn fer- 
vently while he punishes ; and even if for crime and sin 
he was constrained to condemn his child to endless 
misery, or else be guilty of injustice and a lie, still he 
would love — still grieve with a heart-breaking aflfection. 
If an earthly parentis love is thus undying, (except it may 
be in some unnatural cases — those cases arising from a 
deeply-depraved, sin-possessed heart), can we doubt the 
love of our Father in heaven. His love even when He 
chastises and punishes ? Our being is the gift of His love ; 
we should never have existed but for that: therefore, if 
we love life^ let us remember it is the gift of His love. 
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He conceived the plan of creating man to share His hap- 
piness and glory ; He formed the beautiful mechanism of 
our body, and breathed an immortal spirit within, — " the 
breath of life,^^ life for ever of never-ending, unfathomable 
bliss : was not this love ? Man fell, and lost his pure 
nature; forfeited, and also became unfit for, the bliss for 
which he was created. And to save him, to restore him, 
what did God do ? Gave His own Son, part of His own 
essence, to take upon Him our inferior nature (our flesh) ; 
by that act alone honouring and exalting us beyond ex- 
pression ; and God, in the person of Jesus Christ, came 
down and lived among his fallen creatures ; became " one 
like unto us,^^ only without sin. He dignified and sancti- 
fied life, even in the poorest state. There is not an infirmity, 
atrial, a pain, a suffering, a weariness, I may say a heartache, 
that we have to fear, that was not borne by Jesus Christ. 
And last of all, death — a death of the greatest agony of 
body, and also agony of mind, far exceeding that of body 
— agony of mind such as none of us can form an idea of — 
the weight of a whole world^s sin upon an innocent, all- 
holy heart — on the heart of One to whom the slightest 
sin, the very thought of sin, was hateful — was agony. 
Now all this love is to each one individually. God gave 
to each one beinff life, as truly as to Adam. He knows. 
He loves us each ; He has been with each of us from our 
birth ; by Him we have lived each moment ; His watch- 
fulness, and care, and love have been all to us. Earthly 
parents would have been powerless without Him; and 
never should we have been supported through helpless 
infancy, and carried on to youth and maturity, had it not 
been for His unceasing care and love. And also, Jesus 
died for you, whoever you are, and fox me. ^-wScl w^r. ^«i»?^ 
say and fee), Jesus died, for me* 
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The more we realise this^ the more shall we feel conir 
fort and consolation^ If Jesus died for you^ ev^i i£ you 
are the greatest sinner^ can you doubt that He will pardon 
you ? that He will hear you when you cry to Him ? Can 
you doubt that^ after laying down His life^ He will fail to 
give you all things that are good for you and necessary for 
your salvation? Can you doubt that He will give re- 
pentance, and faith, and the Holy Spirit to you, if you 
seek for these things from Him ? Feel that Jesus is your 
Saviour — that God is your Father. I think it is too 
common for people to think of God as a judge — ^a hard 
taskmaster — one whose anger is to be dreaded — one who 
is watching for faults in us, and is eager to punish us — as 
one whose presence is irksome to us, and whom we try to 
forget in order to be merry and joyful. What unworthy 
thoughts are these ! How unjust I how ungrateful I Oh, 
if those who thus think could but be convinced that God 
loves them — Cloves them in all their sin, and defilement, and 
wretchedness, and yearns to receive them ! Let them feel 
that His kind, compassionate look, is now turned upon 
them ; and let them hear Him saying, " Why will ye 
die?^^ "Ye will not come unto me that ye may have 
life/^ "Whosoever cometix unto me I will in no wise 
cast out.^^ 

A loving parent brings up a child with tenderness and 
care, striving to instil into his mind all right things^ and 
to root out all the bad ; but it is not a work completed at 
once : long may it be before he sees any fruit, but he still 
I&OBB — ^those who are parents will understand what I say — 
loves this child in whom as yet he sees no fruit of his 
labours for good ; loves it almost more than another child 
who gives promise of becoming all he could wish ; or^ 
rather, be yearns more over it, prays wvA. ^tm^^ vgA 
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watches^ and thinks mor& of it. He is at peace about the 
good^ and loving^ and obedient child^ but hope and fear> 
and an earnest desire for a change of heart in the other, 
keeps it ever nearest his hearty ever in his thoughts. 
However disobedient and rebellious the child may have 
been^ how does the parent watch for the first spark of 
contrition^ for the trembling lip^ the gathering tear^ the 
timid glance^ that bespeak the haughty spirit humbled — 
that show compunction and a softened heart! and how 
ready is he to open his arms to receive the repentant one I 
how auxious to comfort I and how does his heart melt m 
tenderness^ and joy> and thankfulness ! 

Our blessed Saviour has most beautifully described 
these feelings^ which our own hearts tell us are so. 
natural in a parent as God^s towards His wandering 
rebellious children^ by the parables ol the prodigal son, 
the Ibst piece of money^ and the lost sheep ; and can we 
doubt after reading them ? Look up at our Father^ think 
of all His love^ His free offers of mercy^ His pleadingS) 
and loving entreaties, " Why will ye die V Look into 
your own hearts, own the worthlessness, the vexation, the 
disappointment of all those earthly toys, follies, pleasures, 
for which you have been spending your substance like a 
prodigal. Let your heart melt, the rebellious spirit bow ; 
throw yourselves on your knees before Him, prostrate, 
your hearts, — He will meet you. He will receive you, 
" embrace you with the arms of His mercy,^' will blot out 
all your transgressions. If " your sins are as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow.^^ He will bless you and com- 
fort you, and rejoice over you ; and He will love you, and 
give you to feel the assurance that He loves you. Nothing 
is necessary on your part but compuactioTX ^i. V^'as^^'CiQa^ 
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softened spirit that leads the child to run to the parent 
and beg for forgiveness. While the child was naughty, 
filled with a disobedient, rebellious spirit, it did not love its 
parent ; but when that spirit is humbled, softened, then 
compunction comes, and with that love returns. So it is 
with us. Love to God will return with the compunction 
of heart that would lead us to cry, '^ Forgive, oh my 
Father, for I have sinned ! I have wandered like a lost 
sheep ; I am no more worthy to be called thy son.'* He 
will then clothe the returned wanderer in the robe of the 
righteousness* of Jesus; the old, soiled, worn garments, 
which are not fit for the son to wear in his Father's sight, 
will be cast aside, and that garment in which alone he can 
be received will be put on him. 

And I would say to those who have thus fled to Jesus, 
who love Him feebly, and wish to love Him more, think 
more and more of His love to you. To have a friend and 
companion, one who loves one dearly, is thought a great 
earthly blessing ; the thing most cheering and comforting 
under the pressure of the trials, privations, labours, and 
sorrows that are the lot of all in turn. How are they 
lightened by the presence and help of a true friend ! To 
travel the world alone, with no social feeling, no bond of 
sympathy with some one of our fellow-creatures, is lonely 
and sad, and not suited to our natures. It is pleasant to 
have one who will share our joys and our griefs, and lend 
us the help of affection in times of need. Yet how far 
above this is the comfort of the Friend a Christian may 
have ; one that no time, no change of place, no circum- 
stance can separate us from ! Earthly friendship and 
affection is oftentimes a source of pain from the (in 
general) inevitable separations that take place between 
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friends, — but at no moment is our Heavenly Friend 
absent from us : no stem decree, no unkind control, no 
adverse circumstance, can drive us from Him : never will 
even duty oblige us to be absent from Him ; and even 
death will not separate us from Him. When other friends 
can be of no avail, He will be our help and shield ; He 
will be with us through the dark valley, to calm our fears, 
to strengthen our hearts, and to conduct us to our Father's 
presence. Let us feel that He is with us, and let it be our 
constant peace and joy. In struggles with temptation let 
us feel that He is by to stretch out His hand to save us 
when we cry to Him ; in arduous and wearisome duties 
let us lean on Him for strength, and let His presence 
encourage and animate us; in sickness and in pain let 
His love soothe us, and sweeten all. Let us feel His ever- 
lasting arms around us, and repose under the shadow of 
His wings. In griefs and heavy afflictions let us cling ^he 
closer to Him as our all, and feel confidence in His love, 
taking all as our medicine given by Him, feeling sure it is 
for our eternal good, and remembering, " not a hair of our 
heads shall perish. '^ Much more, then, may we be as- 
sured that no pang shall reach our hearts that is not 
necessary for us — that is not sent by infinite love. Let us 
look to Him for wisdom, for direction, for counsel, for 
might. Let us feel ourselves weak indeed, and powerless, 
to do anything as of ourselves ; but let us also feel that in 
Him we can do all things : we shall then be humble in 
ourselves, and ascribe all glory and love to Him for every- 
thing He enables us to do. And not only in great things 
may we thus depend on Him, but in little things — ever so 
little — ^in all things. We have but to seek our Saviour's 
aid; He knows every thought, He ki\ov{^ ^n^t^ \^^^^, 



30 EVERLASTING LIFE. 

And if this be so, can we, dare we, ever be unhappy, ever 
have a repining, discontented thought? Alas that our 
faith is not more real, more living ! But we forget our 
Saviour^s presence, forget His readiness and power to help, 
and above all, forget His love, His inestimable love to each 
one of us individually. We make joys and sorrows to our- 
selves independent of Him ; we do not make Him our all 
in all. Oh, if we did, joy and peace might ever reign in 
our hearts ; we should be raised above all sorrow and all 
fear. Jesus will never leave us if we leave not Him ; He 
will go with us through the journey of life, will give us 
all that is good for us ; " no good thing will he withhold :'' 
everything that shall happen to us, even to the most 
trifling event, shall be ordered by His gracious Provi- 
dence. No one, nothing shall harm us ; and Death, though 
the " King of Terrors,'^ will only turn our faith into 
light, increase beyond imagination our happiness and 
joy, take us to our Father's home, and into the imme- 
diate visible presence of our Redeemer and Saviour, — of 
Him who has led us all our life through, to remain with 
Him for ever and ever. Oh, let us look sad no more ! let 
us commune with our Saviour till our hearts are filled 
with joy, and till love, and joy, and peace become so mani- 
fest in our lives, that we may win others to seek happiness 
from the same source, may lead them to think that the 
Christian's God, the Christianas Friend, the Christian's 
Hope and Peace, must be worth seeking after, must be 
worth the giving up all else to attain. 



CHAPTER V. 

*'TheTOfore, if any man be in Christ he is a new creature ; old things are passed 
away : behold, all things are become new." — 2 Cor. v. 17. 

" Be all my heart and all my days 
Devoted to my Saviour's praise ; 
And let my glad obedience prove 
How much I owe, how much I love." \ 

" As a little child relies 

On a care beyond his own, 
Knows he's neither strong nor wise, 

Fears to stir a step alone ; ' 

Let m« thus with Thee abide, 
As my Father, Guard, and Guide." 

"They that are of the Spirit do mind the things of the Spirit.'*— JZom. viii. 5. 

We have now considered that true, living faith^ produces 
sincere love and gratitude to God as our Father^ and as 
our Saviour in the person of Jesus Christ, and also that 
it gives the blessed confidence, the inestimable happiness, 
of feeling that He loves us — loves us each one personally, 
and is with each of us ; for we are united to Him, and He 
sympathises with and shares all our joys, and sorrows, 
and trials. Let us now consider what will be the result 
of these feelings upon our conduct. Let us think upon 
the Christian, as loving God his Saviour fervently, as 
feeling assured that He loves him, and is his true, best 
friend, — all powerful, ever near, — his refuge, his comfort, 
his counsellor, the one whose favour and approbation he 
wishes to obtain in all he does, whom alone he desires to 
serve, and alone to live for. The Christian lives for Christ 
and to Christ He is his Master; heaven, His d^ceUyc^^- 
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place^ is his home ; he has to journey through this wprld 
to it, and as he goes along will strive to the utmost to 
promote his Master^s interests^ not only from a motive of 
duty^ but from the impulse of a heart full of gratitude and 
love to that Master, King^ and Father^ as to one who laid 
down His life for him^ to secure to him a safe and sure 
transit from this world to heaven at the end. What will 
be the conduct of a Christian who feels thus ? (as true 
faith will certainly cause him to feel : imperfectly at first, 
perhaps, but increasingly to the end.) What will be his 
conduct ? He will hate all those things that are hateful 
to his Master, all things that are contrary to His will and 
against His interests. He will not turn away from vice 
and sin only as a duty, but his heart will shrink and 
shudder at the thought of that which cost his Master^s 
life: it would be punishment and misery to him to commit 
sin ; his heart has been renewed ; he can have no pleasure 
in sin, in vanity and folly, in pomp and show, in jesting 
and foolish talking, in flattery and deceit, in rivalry and 
emulation, in slander and evil speaking, nor in any of 
those ways, pursuits, and pleasures, we may rank under 
the term worldliness, which are practised and sought after 
by those whose hearts are in this world. The Christian 
will have no pleasure or enjoyment in anything which he 
does not feel suitable to the presence of his God, or on 
which he cannot ask His blessing, and counsel, .and direc- 
tion. Also he will have no pleasure in self (the idol of this 
world) I he will love his Master better than self, be willing 
to sacrifice self in his Mastei'^s service : therefore ease, self- 
indulgence, luxury, indolence, all will give way before the 
ruling motive of his life, — "His Master's Service" His 
heart is in heaven with that Master; he will not fix it 
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upon anything on earth. He will indeed love all things 
as his Master's work, as showing forth His glory and His 
love ; and he will love all men also for the same reason, 
and, above that, as those whom his Master loves, and died 
to save : but his love to his Master is the principle from 
which the other love flows; he loves for Christ's sake. 
And it is not only love, but an anxious and intense desire 
to draw them along with him to Christ and heaven. He 
fixes his heart on nothing here ; what he loves he must 
carry along with him to his Father's house. The Christian 
feels each day, each moment, precious, and is not willing 
to lose one; like a merchant in a foreign land lading his 
vessel with all the treasures he can procure, wishes not to 
lose one by negligence or want of promptitude, so the 
Christian wishes to lose no opportunity of bringing home 
souls to his Master, (longs that he may not leave one 
behind, that any exertion of his might enable him to 
secure), or of improving and increasing the talents that 
have been committed to him. To set a Christian down 
to do nothing, would not be rest to him — it would be 
captivity; being tied down when longing to speed on 
his journey. The flesh may feel weary and worn, but 
the spirit cannot rest ; the Christian may long for rest, 
but not here, not till his work is done, not till he is safe 
Home, 

Again, the Christian's pleasures will be all those 
things which bring him most near to his Master, his 
Saviour, in which His presence is most sensibly felt, and 
from which all things but Him are excluded. He will 
love to read the word of God and feel it the precious gift 
given him by his Father, containing comfort, direction, 
counsel, example, everything that he can ijoaaihl^ ^^jsj^ 
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to guide him through his journey^ his difficulties and 
trials to the end: there is wisdom sufficient to help all 
his ignorance, weapons equal to resist every temptation, 
and to conquer all the assaults of his enemies. He will 
not read his Bible as a daily task, but as his delight, his 
comfort. Then there is God^s day, to the Christian 
indeed a " Sabbath/^ It is his day of real pleasure, a 
day he keeps as a type of his Home, in the especial 
service and presence of his God, and he makes it as 
near as he can to what his home will be. Though the 
Christian may feel his Saviour's presence with him 
through the week, and in every worldly business that 
it is his duty to do ; and no duty with His presence to 
cheer ought to be irksome; yet all these things occupy 
the thoughts. In contact with the world there is much to 
grieve and to weary the spirit : the Christianas very exer- 
tions to do good create anxiety and disappointment, and 
the sight and knowledge of evil and sin he cannot pre- 
vent, grieves his heart. What bliss, then, is that one day 
in seven ! the oasis where he rests and refreshes, the day 
he spends entirely in communion with his Saviour (not 
in a rest of idleness, but a rest such as heaven will be, a 
rest of prayer, and praise, and meditation, — a rest such as 
the earthly home of many a child or son is to him), a 
" rest from all that is uncongenial and wearying, but spent 
in incessant, social, and happy converse.^^ Rest does not 
mean idleness ; the immortal spirit within man cannot be 
idle : it is rest from what is laborious and irksome to 
things joyful and easy. In the things on which our hearts 
are placed there shall we find our rest, and the Christian's 
is placed on God in heaven, and his rest is the nearest 
approach he can make to them ; the day on which they 
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may exclusively engage his thoughts, when even the outer 
world is hushed to peace, no uncongenial duties even will 
interrupt him. What happiness it is to him to be in the 
House of his God ! it is his truest home on earth. He 
praises, he prays ; gratitude kindles at his heart to hear 
others join with him in the same blessed employment; 
he feels it, 

"Like a little heaven on earth." 

What joy is it to him if any one face there, formerly hard 
and cold, seems to glow with feeling, or any mouth to 
pray or to praise with more earnestness and fervour, giving 
hope of the heart having been touched, and the hidden 
life begun ! What comfort does the word of God, or the 
words of God's appointed minister, bring to his soul ! some- 
thing perhaps just to suit his case, to solve some difficulty, 
or comfort some, sorrow that had been at his heart : or he 
hears something that, oh how earnestly he prays and 
hopes, may bring conviction to others sitting by, whom 
he fears yet unconverted! The entire day is spent in 
holy thoughts, prayers, hopes ; he feels raised a little step 
above this world : and at night how peaceful and happy 
does he go to rest, with regret that the day is over, but 
with peace, and with strength and courage increased, so 
that he is willing to start again on his pilgrimage. How 
many cares has he that day laid at his Saviour's feet ! how 
many prayers has he offered ! how many blessings has he 
earnestly sought, for himself and others/ for others especially 
whom he is most anxious for ; and he lies down in the 
blessed hope and trust that they will be heard and answered. 
He has received increase of grace, and the spirit of peace is 
poured down upon him from above. The worldling knows 
not the pleasure and the peace of a Christian'^ S^VA^^^iiiSs^. 
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The Christian has again another pleasure ever within 
his reach, — it is one of those Sabbath privileges, but not 
confined, blessed be God, to that day : it is prayer. What 
a privilege it is to him to kneel down and converse with 
his God, his Father, his Saviour ! Faith enables him to feel 
His presence as truly as that of a visible friend. He pleads 
before Him His own precious promise — " Ask, and it shall 
be given unto you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened to you.^^ This promise from One who 
cannot fail in His word. And he asks and makes known all 
his wants ; he feels his own weakness and ignorance, he 
goes to his closet and asks specially for strength, for 
wisdom, and he feels sure it will be given in answer to his 
earnest prayer, for his Saviour^s word is pledged ; so he 
comes out and goes to his work, the object he had in view, 
with the confidence of a strength and wisdom not his own 
to work with ; he has prayed, and trusts for God to work 
in him and for him according to His good pleasure, 
prospering him in all, and strengthening for all, that He 
wills him to do. What comfort is this, when his own 
weakness makes him feel unequal to those things he wishes 
to accomplish for his Master's interest and glory, or for 
the good of his fellow-creatures ! 

Then, again, he is in doubt or difficulty; he does not see 
clearly what he ought to do (in some case ever so trifling 
it may be) ; he feels, " Oh that I might know what is right, 
that I may speak and act as I ought ! " And then, also, he 
goes and prays that the Holy Spirit will put into his heart 
what is right and best to do and to speak. Can we think 
the Saviour does' not hear? Can we doubt a moment that 
He answers that prayer, and that he who asks of God 
"shall lack wisdom?^' shall not be guided into all truth? 
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A Christian will not do anything without asking God's 
blessing and His special direction and help ; he will not 
leave his room to go to a meal (where he mixes with others, 
and needs help to influence for good, to avoid temptation, 
to do and say what is best and right), without doing so ; 
he will not enter upon any duty for the good of others, 
either teaching, or conversing or visiting (either for 
charity or friendship), without doing so : if he cannot retire 
to his closet, he will lift his heart to God for a blessing. 
And again he will not only offer prayers — after each prayer 
the thanksgivings will come. When he returns again from 
his work, his meal, his visits, his labours for good, he 
will then return thanks for all the help and guidance he 
has received, for all the temptations he may have been 
enabled to resist, and for any good he may have done ; 
feeling himself nothing y his God his all in him, to whom 
belongs all the praise, the majesty, and the glory. The 
Christian thus returns to his God as the disciples returned 
to Jesus, and told Him all they had done : it is like a child 
returning to its mother, to tell all that has happened to it 
in her absence. The Christian will review all before his 
God, acknowledging the imperfections of his conduct, and 
blessing Him for all the good he had experienced. 

What a blessedness it is, in all we want, in all we fear, 
in all we are in trouble about, to go to our God and 
Saviour; and when He has granted our prayers, heard our 
cry, how blessed it is to thank Him, to feel that it is indeed 
He who has heard and helped us ! What confidence does 
it give to pray again, to trust Him ever ! 

There is one privilege still, not greater than prayer, for 
it would be nothing without prayer, but the highest except 
that : I mean, "The Holy Communion-/' t\v«i^%fc^%swBc^^^ 
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receive in remembrance of our blessed Saviour, in remem- 
brance of His wondrous, inestimable love, of His death for 
us. There we can take all our sins, our imperfections, our 
backslidings, and lay them as it were at the foot of His 
cross ; there we can pray, and by faith feel assured that 
there we leave them ; His blood washes them all away, and 
we join ourselves afresh to our Saviour, enter into a new 
covenant with Him j we eat the bread and drink the wine 
in faith — bread and wine, it is nothing more. But by that 
outward form Christ makes us one with Himself; He 
communicates to us all the benefits of the sacrifice of His 
body on the cross ; namely, washes away our sins, clothes 
us with His righteousness, makes us to stand righteous 
before God through union with Himself, and He pours 
down into our hearts His own Spirit. This sacrament is 
the way that Jesus himself appointed for conveying to us 
all the riches of His blessing. With what joy and peace 
may a Christian come from that table ! He is clean, — ^he is 
at peace with God, — he is one with his Saviour, — ^he is a 
new creature to begin again — " all free and forgiven;" and 
he has grace, and peace, and strength in his heart to help 
him to start with fresh vigour along the narrow road that 
leads to everlasting life. 

My dear friends, I have been picturing what a 
Christian ought to be, what a Christian might be, what 
we all might be. Yes, even* those who are great sinners 
now. Oh, let us strive, let us not lose this happiness, 
these blessed privileges which may be ours. Oh, try this 
day to \i2Lve faith. Do not think you cannot attain it, it is 
but the will is necessary : when Christ said to the sick of 
the palsy, " Arise, take up thy bed and walk,^* the man 
had the will, the desire ; he tried to obey, and succeeded ; 
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received strength to do so. Also the man with a withered 
hand ; he tried to stretch it forth as he was commanded : 
without that effort it would not have been restored. Power 
was not given to the arm to raise itself; it was not restored 
till the man tried to use the means that Jesus commanded^ 
— tried to stretch it forth : so, also, you will not have faith 
given without seeking it. Put a hand, a foot forward, in 
obedience, in the road you ought to go : kneel down and 
try to pray; try till you can pray, and pray earnestly; think 
of the importance of what you pray for, till you are earnest 
in asking for it ; pray earnestly, pray perseveringly, and 
" it shall be given unto you : " the word of the Lord has 
spoken it. 

And let those who have this faith in some degree pray 
also ; pray that it may increase daily, or it will fail : keep 
replenishing your lamp with oil, or it will go out. To faith 
all things are possible, let us not sleep. Let us not be 
lukewarm, but let us fight the good fight ; let us run with 
all our strength, and put forth all our energies, to obtain 
the prize. Let us strive to be first in our Master^s service; 
first in faith, in love, in zeal. Let us give Him our whole 
heart. Let us not be so mean as to offer him a part, not 
so ungrateful as to measure our service to Him ; but give 
Him all, youth, — and health, — and strength (our best 
days), every energy, every talent, every moment of our time, 
directly or indirectly ; our money, our influence. Let us 
serve Him with all our might ; the time is short that we 
have to do it in. If there could be pain or regret in heaven, 
I think we should feel it there, for our indolence and 
coldness that we had not served our Saviour better during 
our life. 



CHAPTER VI. 

" Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal thy backslidings." — Jer, iii. 22. 

" Fear thou not ; for I am with thee : be not dismayed ; for I am tiiy God ; I 
will strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold tiiee with the right 
hand of my righteousness." — Isaiah, xli. 10. 

•* Thy presence. Lord, can cheer my heart, 
Though ev'ry earthly comfort die ; 
Thy smile can bid my pains depart. 
And raise my sacred pleasures high." 

** Trials must and will befall ; 
But with humble faith to see 
Love inscribed upon them all. 
This is happiness to me." 

I HAVE endeavoured to portray the character of a Christ- 
ian (what a real, true faith, would make him), and imper- 
fectly to describe the joy, and happiness, and peace that 
may be his — which he must strive after and attain step by 
step. Alas ! we feel it is not all bright with us, as it 
should be ; for faith is weak, and we are weighed down by 
infirmities. " The flesh warreth against the Spirit, so that 
we cannot do the things that we would.^^ But let all this 
infirmity only make us cling closer to our Saviour. When 
we fall into temptation and sin, let us, instantly that we 
see our error, return to Him with heartfelt sorrow; we 
have not a stem judge to go to, but one who loves us, who 
will forgive, will pity our weakness, will comfort our 
hearts. Let us tell Him all, — all our unworthiness, all 
that evil within us that makes us ashamed and grieved 
— telJ Him all, that He may heal. The owning it all, the 
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hunting out the dark corners of our hearts for all the un- 
worthy thoughts, feelings, motives, that lurk there (sug- 
gested by our great enemy and our own corrupt nature), 
the very drawing them out and placing them before us 
leads to their cure, leads us more and more to value Him, 
without whom we should be so hopelessly lost ; and by 
little and little He will help us to root ouj; all the evil, and 
will make our hearts pure. And again, sometimes our 
hearts grow cold ; God seems to hide His face, and our 
faith seems to become dead : this is a hard time for the 
Christian, but it is a trial sent in mercy, — ^^pray ever,^^ 
more and more : go on, even though all is dark : it is but for 
a little ; He will show again the light of His countenance 
and bless you doubly. The Christian, too, has misfor- 
tunes, pains, and troubles to bear outwardly, like those 
who are of the world ; but they need be only outward, and 
the light and peace within is comfort sufficient through 
them all. What is poverty, or toil, or even sufferings, to 
the Christian ? " God shall make all his bed in his sick- 
ness '/' each pain is sent by a Father's hand in mercy. 
What peace is it to feel that each trial is for his good, or 
it would not come to him ? — " all things shall work toge- 
ther for good to them that love God.'' It is his delight 
that the will of his Father should be done in him and with 
him ; feeling assured it is so good, so wise, so merciful, he 
would not wish to choose for himself: his desire will be for 
his Father's will to be done, and he knows it will be done, 
and then there is perfect content. What bliss to feel in a 
Father's hands, not one weak or erring as an earthly parent 
might be, but one infinite in wisdom, in power, in love! 
'^ Our Father is at the helm," what have we to fear or 
dread ? Nothing can happen but what i«L Hia ^n^^* ^&^ 
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will is influenced by love. He wills nothing but what is 
for our eternal good ; we may repose on Him and be at 
peace. The end of all will be death, and what is death 
to the Christian ? A call home, an end of all sorrow — 
reward, rest. And not only with regard to ourselves, 
but also in our trials, our anxieties for our friends and re- 
lations, we may have this same comfort if we are real 
Christians ; a real faith will give us the happy assurance 
that they are also in the hand of God our Father. Let 
our anxious thoughts cease, He is guiding them, watching 
over them, as He does to us ; all is for their good. He 
knows best how to fit them for Himself; He loves them, 
loves each child of man better than we can love them. 
Let us commit them to His care, to His will, with con- 
fidence and peace. And if He think fit to call them away 
to take them home first, why should we mourn or 
repine ? What could our love wish for them better than 
to be safely landed on that shore " where pain and sorrow 
are unknown,^' and sin, temptation, and fears are no more ? 
If they were Christians in heart, and loved and trusted in 
the Saviour, our faith will give us full confidence that they 
are with Him, and we shall join them again when our pil- 
grimage is ended. What more have we to desire ? 

There is one case which alone need weigh on the 
Christianas heart, and I own that such a one must and 
would be a sore affliction, an almost overwhelming grief, 
at the thought of which the heart sinks. I mean, should 
he be called upon to part with one near and dear to him 
before that one had found refuge in Jesus ; one who had 
been living without God in this world, and without having 
made any preparation for another; one whose eyes seemed 
to have been closed, and ears stopped, and heart hardened. 
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that he could not repent or believe. It is to the Christian 
that such a trial as this would be indeed bitter : such sor- 
row as this Jesus felt wben he mourned over sinners, fore- 
seeing their inevitable doom. Hard must be the Christ- 
ian's struggles in such a case before he could say, " Thy 
will be done/' But yet, even here, we must not attempt 
to fathom the designs of the Almighty, All-merciful; 
though bitter would be the Christian's grief, terrible his 
dread that one so dear was shut out from heaven, he 
would still compose his mind with the blessed assurance 
that what He does must be right and best, and full of love. 
We must not judge, we must trust Him. He sends no 
blow, but He can strengthen to bear it. But let the 
thought of what this misery would be, excite us to strive 
with renewed earnestness to avoid it. Let us work and 
labour, with all love and diligence, to draw all those we love 
to Christ ; let us be zealous and in earnest ; the more we 
love the more let us plead, ever looking forward to the 
end. Let us endeavour that our example and conversation 
should show forth the peace and happiness of being a 
Christian, that we may win them to us ; and, above all, let 
us pray, God alone can change the heart. Fervent prayer 
availeth much. Let us pray, and never cease till all we 
love, all we know, all around us, are travelling with us on 
the narrow road that leads to life. Let us pray, and pray 
in faith. God will hear. God willeth not that one soul 
should perish. Comfort your hearts, you who have dear 
ones not yet in Christ. God will at last hear you — your 
prayers cannot perish: faint not — be of good courage. 
Oh, what a blessed privilege is prayer ! 

The sum of all is — Be in Christ, and you are above all 
fear, all sorrow, all trials; all to you is gain^ and ^ciad^ 
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and mercy. Sickness, and suffering, and sorrow, will only 
take you nearer home. The more of those dear to you go 
first, the more will be there to welcome you — the more 
joy you may feel that so many are safe and happy, the 
more truly will you feel that heaven is your home, the 
more will your affections be loosened from all things 
below, and you will wait with patient, yet earnest desire, 
till your summons comes, and you will be taken home, 

" 'Tis sweet, as year by year we lose 
Friends out of sight, 
In faith to muse, 
How grows in Paradise our store." 



CHAPTER VII. 

" Thou sbalt love the Lord thy God with all thme heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind." — Matt. xadi. 37. 

" The Lord seeth not as man seeth ; for man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart." — 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 

" Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also." — Matt. vi. 21. 

'* Were the whole realm of nature mine. 
That were a present far too small ; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my life, my soul, my all." 

** Go, man of pleasure, strike thy lyre. 
Of broken sabbai^s sing the charms ; 
Ours are the prophet's car of fire. 
That bears us to a Father's arms ! " 

We have now taken a review of the origin and progress of 
that true faith to which appertains the promise of " ever- 
lasting life/^ Feebly and imperfectly have I been able to 
describe it. I only, trust that what I have written is plain 
and easy to understand ; and I have also this confidence, 
that it is Gospel truth, that it is according to God^s word — 
each word I have written, I trust, will find confirmation in 
the Bible. The character I have described as the result 
of true faith is, I feel confident, that which God expects in 
His children ; He will be satisfied with nothing less than 
the heart; and as we readily pardon and overlook faults 
and tempers in those of whose love we (notwithstanding) 
feel assured, so will God pardon the backslidings, and fail- 
ings, and infirmities of those who truly love Him, and 
earnestly wish and strive to serve Him. He will prefer the 



46 EVUKLASTING LIFE. 

heart, with ever such weak and imperfect outward ser- 
vice, to the most rigid and perfect obedience to the law 
outwardly^ and a cold heart within. 

I would earnestly beg those who are Christians only in 
name, who are serving God outwardly only, to consider 
this. The first commandment our Saviour declares to be^ 
" Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
with all thy mind, with all thy soul, and with all thy 
strength /^ the second, " Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself: on these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets/^ and also, "Love is the fulfilling of 
the law.^^ Therefore the law (the Gospel law) cannot be 
fulfilled without love. The Jewish law was forms, and 
ceremonies, and outward observances, but Jesus changed 
that into a spiritual law, declared that it must be spi- 
ritually fulfilled. God must be worshipped and served in 
the spirit. Jesus transferred the law from the outward 
observance to the heart, and summed it up in one word — 
love. Now, when we hear the nominal Christian calcu- 
lating how much duty God requires of him — what things 
are necessary for him to do to avoid punishment, as he 
thinks — and what things he may safely leave undone^ 
what little sins he may safely indulge in, how near he may 
approach the boundary between right and wrong — can we 
think for a moment that love is his law? Hear him 
arguing, "This is not wrong; there is no harm in that; 
I am not able to be so over-good; one cannot be always 
reading, the mind requires relaxation :'^ or, " I am so full 
of business, loaded with other cares ^' {more important y he 
means, if he does not say so), " I have not time, I cannot 
give my attention to reading, or prayer, or serious 
thoughts/^ It is true the mind does require relaxation^ 
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but the heart will find its relaxation in the object beloved ; 
the mind will fly back^ like an uncaged bird, to the pur- 
suits most congenial to it : that is, to the work, the pur- 
suit, that the heart is fixed upon. Where the heart is, the 
mind does not tire or require relaxation; (though the body 
may,) there is its relaxation and enjoyment. And again, 
the mind is not borne down with care and filled with that 
all-engrossing anxiety about things, unless the heart is 
fiwed on those things, and they seem all-important in the 
estimation. Therefore, these very remarks of a nominal 
Christian prove that the heart is in the world, in sin, and 
not set on God. A person's character can only be judged 
of by what he finds his pleasure and delight in. He may 
go through all duties and outward observances, one person 
like another — we cannot judge of him by those things; but 
where the heart is fixed, the pursuits a person follows as 
relaxation and pleasure, these show the character. Now 
the nominal Christian has not one of the real Christianas 
pleasures. Does he read his Bible ? it is as a duty. He is 
very glad when his chapter is ended, and will turn to the 
novel for pleasure. What is prayer to him ? often irksome 
— never pleasure: how can it be, when he does not love 
God, does not go to Him as a friend? What is the 
Sabbath-day to him ? — the dullest day of the whole week. 
He tries to discover, and by ingenuity to make out, how 
small a portion of it must be given to God, how many 
worldly pursuits he may find an excuse to introduce, 
under the plea that they are necessary or innocent— things 
often carelessly or purposely neglected on the week-day, 
left to do on the Sunday — as if the all-seeing God, who 
searcheth the heart, who demands the heart, could be thus 
mocked ! He gets up later than usual ; he goes to cLvul^V^ 
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— generally, perhaps ; if no excuse can be found from the 
weather, &c., but he converses of worldly matters till the 
moment of entering the holy place ; and if he stop there, 
can his thoughts change in a moment ? No ; his mind is 
so full of the world, there is no room in it for God ; his 
service is that of the lips, his heart is cold and dead ; even 
if he tries to avoid wandering thoughts, it is impossible. 
It is over — he comes out without having received any 
blessing, any impression — rushes back to his worldly talk 
again with fresh spirits, and feels like a bird let out 
of a cage. Is this serving God? The rest of the day 
passes between eating and drinking, newspapers, and com- 
mon-place books (if good in themselves, not suited to raise 
the mind to God), visitors, or idle talk with some com- 
panion. By the evening it is forgotten that it is Sunday; 
needlework may not be seen, nor music heard, but the 
concerns of the world are in the brain and on the tongue — 
God is forgotten. And can such a one lie down to rest 
better for this Sunday ? He is glad it is over, and that 
the next day he may return to his worldly pursuits and 
put in execution the plans and thoughts that have been 
all arranged in his mind on the Sabbath. He puts away 
his business, his farm, his sports, outwardly; but they are 
carried on in the heart, which should be God's temple. Is 
this a Christian Sabbath ? is there anything in such a day 
as this like heaven ? is this using the day for the purpose 
God gave it ? Did he not give it to be improved towards 
the salvation of our immortal souls ? What was His object 
in commanding us to put away all work and worldly 
things? It was that we might think of Him instead; 
that we might have time to look back upon the past, or 
into the future ; to examine our hearts and ways by His 
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word, and discover on which road we are travelling, — on the 
broad road to destruction, or on the narrow road to ever- 
lasting life. The Sabbath was given for the very purpose, 
as it were, of stopping us in our career ; we are restrained 
outwardly, that we may look about us, look within, see 
where we are ; and the Gospel is preached each Sabbath as 
a warning voice : we are made to stop our worldly pur- 
suits, to stop, and listen, and think. The Sabbath is one 
of the most precious of God^s gifts to us, and if we waste, 
despise, and abuse it, how great will be our ingratitude 
and our condemnation ! Each Sabbath renders up its ac- 
count to God : it registers in heaven the contrition, the 
prayers, the praises, the renewed resolutions for good, the 
love, the joy of the true Christian ; and it registers also 
the squandered hours, the unworthy thoughts and words, 
the ncf^lected warnings, the coldness, the discontent, the 
ingratitude of the one who is only a Christian in name. 
As each Sabbath advances the former towards his home 
in heaven, so each Sabbath unworthily spent draws the 
latter farther and farther from it ; each one is an oppor- 
tunity of mercy thrown away, increases his guilt, and makes 
it more diflScult for him to return to his Saviour. 

There may be some, again, who spend the Sabbath 
better than I have described above, and yet be but nominal 
Christians. They try to pray, and attend in church as a 
duty ; and they perhaps read a good book part of the day, ^ 
and try to be serious : but still their heart is not in it. 
When these duties (as they think them) are over, they go 
to a light book as recreation ; they think they have done 
all that is required — " spent the Sunday very well.'' They 
say they cannot read seriously all day. Certainly not : 
we might read all the day, without a moxxxKoS^ \c^^- 
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ruption^ and be no better for doing so— no nearer heaven. 
It is the heart we are to give to God on His day ; we are 
to spend it with Him^ in His immediate presence. The 
^hole mind^ and thoughts^ and words are to be solemnised 
— ^the world cast out entirely. We are to keep Sabbath in 
our hearts. Had there been but an agreement between man 
and man^ that one was to have six days all to himself^ and 
the one day — the seventh — ^was to be devoted to the servioe 
of the other, should we not pronounce the man mean^ un- 
grateful, unworthy in the lowest degree, if he, not content 
with his six parts, was to try to rob the other of part of 
the time on his only day ? Would not all the world cry 
shame on him ? And would not you consider him equally 
unworthy if he worked heartily for himself on his own six 
days, and indifferently , with no heart and no energy, for 
his fellow-man on his one day ? Would not common 
gratitude lead him to serve with all his power and heart the 
benefactor who had been so liberal to him ? 

And is not the case such as I have described if we 
grudge to give one day to God, our Supreme Benefactor ; 
if we serve Him on that day listlessly, without heart, 
without pleasure — Him to whom we owe all things, every 
moment of health, every morsel of food, every comfort, 
every friend, all peace and happiness, yea, all things from 
our birth till death ? And can we be so heartless, so 
ungrateful, that we have no delight in praising Him, no 
delight in thinking of Him, nor hearing of Him ; but find 
it wearisome to spend one day in seven in His service ? 
Such ingratitude is not found between man and man ; it 
will not be found in any who have true faith ; and all who 
have not this faith that worketh by love are Christiana 
only in name. Oh, consider, all who are such, God 
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will not be thus treated ; He will bring you into judgment 
if you serve Him not in spirit and in truth. 

There are some, again, who agree that it is right and 
proper for the rich and independent to spend the Sabbath 
entirely in God^s service ; and yet will argue that, of the 
poor, "Surely this will not be expected; they have no 
other day for pleasure and enjoyment. Surely they may 
be allowed to take the trip by railroad into the country, to 
breathe the fresh air, to spend the day with their friends, 
&c/' Do not think that the real Christian does not feel 
for the poor as much, as deeply, and sincerely as others. 
He loves his poor brethren too much, far too much, to wish 
him to waste the Sunday in caring for the body instead of 
the soul. The lot of the poor is hard ; it should engage 
our earnest efforts to improve it. The true Christian will 
do so by denying himself to give to them — ^by inconve- 
niencing himself rather than cause them to work so hard, 
that they have no time left either for getting fresh air, 
proper rest, or innocent recreation. But if it should even 
be impossible to obtain these on week-days, the Christian 
will never sanction the using the Sabbath for these pur- 
poses. If the lot of the poor is indeed so hard in this 
world, let us try to secure for them their eternal inherit- 
ance, that life of rest, and happiness, and joy, which will 
make up to them for all their trials here ; the prospect 
even of which will make all their sorrow light. They can 
live without pleasure, without amusements, without seeing 
friends or relations, without air even, as long as God wills ; 
but if they live without God, if they lose the only day they 
have for thinking of Him, and learning to know Him and 
to love Him, in seeking a little ease and pleasure, the 
penalty will be an eternity of misery ! Let thftta taSl «8s:&. 
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suffer all the week, if the cruelty and covetousness of man 
so command, (God suffers him to oppress but for a time), 
but lead them on the blessed Sabbath to seek real rest and 
comfort — to seek nourishment for their souls ; lead them 
to hear of the home that may be theirs, the kind Father, 
the blessed Saviour there is for them ; teach them the way 
to seek Him — to cast all their care on Him — ^to love Him 
as He loves them ; — ^they will return to their next week's 
toil with a lighter heart than any worldly pleasures could 
give them. The blessed knowledge that they had the 
presence of their God, the Ruler of the world, the King 
of kings, with them, that He had a home of peace pre- 
pared for them, that He loved them and died even for 
THEM, that even their toil was work for Him and for their 
good, and that even if it were so grievous that it brought 
them to the grave, that would be joy — gain — ^to them — 
would be the end of all their woe, the entrance to their 
rest, the porch of their Father's house. Give the poor 
true religion, true faith ; you can make them as happy as 
the rich — far happier than the rich without it. You give 
them the truest consolation here ; and you are the means, 
through God, of securing to them eternal life. If they 
are toiling through the week they have no time to hear of 
God, to read His word, to care for their souls ; let them 
have the Sabbath for this. Teach them not to spend it in 
pleasure or in idleness ; if you do, you will have a heavy 
load of guilt on your souls. 

On the blessed Sabbath all Christians are equal. High 
and low, rich and poor, all have the same employment, all 
commune with the same Father, all receive the same 
comfort and peace. Let both the rich and the poor feel it 
their day of great privilege; let our hearts all warm 
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towards each other ; let us feel that we are all one family ; 
let each Sahbath be a foretaste to rich and poor of that 
one home where we shall all be united for ever. 

The nominal Christian also may even kneel at the 
table of our Saviour. As a duty he comes there^ not as 
a privilege; and he does not receive benefit even from 
that, for he has not the true, real faith, by which alone he 
can be united to the Saviour, and x;an receive the benefits 
of His death. He does not feel the weight of his sins ; 
he does not feel the assurance that Jesus will wash them 
away, will make him clean, will strengthen him with grace 
to begin afresh. He may acknowledge these things as 
true, perhaps possible — but he has not a real faith in 
them, he knows them not by escperience^ they have not 
been made real to him by faith. 

I would wish to raise my humble voice to intreat 
the reader of these pages, if it is one who feels in his heart 
that he is a Christian only in name, who feels that the 
character I have been describing is his own — Oh, go not 
on thus any longer ! Oh, believe what I have written ! 
Search God's word and see if I have not spoken truth ! 
Be warned before it is too late ! God will not be satisfied 
with your present service — He asks for your heart. Look 
into your heart with sincerity ; bring that heart to the test 
of God's law — of what the Gospel requires — of that per- 
fection which Jesus lived on earth to make manifest to us 
by His own pure and spotless life ; — if you will only do 
this, bring your heart to this test in sincerity, you will 
stand convicted and condemned. The first command alone 
will condemn you : Do you love the Lord thy God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
strength ? If you cannot answer that you do fatj€ H.vo\^ 
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not as you would wish, but that "you love Him^ and 
strive after loving Him with all your powers;'' if you 
cannot answer thus you are not a Christian in heart, you 
have not a real faith, you are not in the way to everlasting 
life. Search into yourself, (not your outward actions, but 
the motives of your heart ; remember, the great God sees 
and knows all), until you feel, deeply feel, your guilt, 
your lost condition without Jesus. Think upon this; 
think upon his love; think upon the awful thing it is 
to run the risk of being lost after all — the risk of going on 
in a fatal security now, and at the last great day finding 
you are on His left hand. You may have called " Lord^ 
Lord!'' but He will not acknowledge you; He will ac- 
knowledge none who have not given Him their hearts, their 
whole hearts. Oh, feeble and unworthy as are my words, 
may the great God (who can work with the humblest 
instrumeuts) bless what I have written, that it may lead 
one, if only one, to try to love God, to seek after real 
faith ! 

The Christian in name only is in far greater danger 
than the open sinner, for he fancies himself safe ; he cries 
*' Peace, peace, when there is no peace." Try yourselves 
by this test — are you ready and willing to die this moment ? 
If you dread death, there must be something wrong ! And 
if you are not ready to die, oh, how can you bear to go 
to sleep another night in such a state ? How know you 
that another day may be yours? People acknowledge 
that death may be near ; they see it snatching off others 
around them without warning, and yet their eyes and 
their hearts are bUnded : they do not feel, they do not 
believe that it may come to them next. Oh ! awake from 
this delusion^ this fatal sleep ; pray that the scales may 
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fall from your eyes ; pray for a real faith that wiM work 
by love and lead to everlasting life. 

Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty, merciful, and 
gracious, who willeth not that one sinner should perish ; 
Of thy mercy grant this faith to all who read these pages, 
and bless the words I have written to open their eyes to 
their danger without it. Oh, may they and I meet on the 
right hand of thy throne, and hear those blessed words 
from our Saviour's lips, " Come, ye blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you/' May we be so 
united to Jesus Christ by faith now, that we may stand 
there in Him, redeemed, purified, and sanctified ; and may 
then live with Him for ever, and ever, and ever, to praise, 
to bless, to magnify Him, and to love Him with a love 
that will then be perfected. Grant this, Father, through 
Him who is the beginning and the end of all things, the 
same one only Saviour, Jesus Christ our Lord. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

" For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and 
the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 

" And the world passeth away and the lust thereof, but he that doeth the will 
of God abideth for ever."— 1 John, ii. 16, 17. 

"I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way wherein thou shalt go, I will 
guide thee with niine eye." — Psalm xxxii 8. 

•' Commit thy w4y unto the Lord." — Paalm xxxvii. 6. 

And now, my dear reader, this road to everlasting life, 
which I have endeavoured to describe, is the only road by 
which we can attain it. The source of true faith and the 
effect it will produce on the character, will be the same in 
all, in all ranks, and in all conditions of life. Apply to 
yourself all that I have written. As Christians, all stand 
equal before God, all ranks are levelled. All are brethren, 
members of one body, children of one Father, and to be a 
Christian is equally important to all — it is the " one thing 
needful :" the highest rank, the greatest wealth, are of no 
importance to us; it matters not whether we possess them, 
or whether we belong to the poorest, the lowest class ; in a 
very short time all these distinctions will have vanished 
away, (they "are not'^ now in God^s sight); but it signifies 
much whether we are Christians or not ; it signifies much, 
as regards our happiness and peace here, as well as our 
eternal state in the world to come. 

Are you rich, wanting nothing that money can procure, 
looked up to in the world, sought after, admired, loved 7 
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The86 things will not give peace in the heart; they will not 
give you that joy which only dwells with the Christian^ 

" Which nothing outward giyes, 
Nor takes away." 

These outward things will not reach the heart ; you will 
find them all unsatisfying to it. You may feel, it is true, 
light-hearted for a time. You may go on in a round of 
excitement, without thought, while all goes well; and yet, 
even in that case, I question whether you do not become 
weary of your very life (if it is only one of ease and 
pleasure) from its very want of object. If, again, you are 
one who are pursuing any course of ambition, not idle 
nor listless, (by no means,) but striving with all your mind 
and energies to gain some object, useful it may be, praise- 
worthy perhaps, but yet for this world alone, and with a 
worldly motive only in your heart, — ^no deeper, higher, 
motive or object; and this world's praise, this world^s 
prosperity, being the reward you aim at, the prize you 
seek ; — if you are endeavouring to cultivate your talents 
and to rise in the estimation and admiration of the world 
by them, to display your brilliancy in argument (for right 
or wrong, it matters not which to you, if mere admiration 
for talent is your aim), to show your cleverness in bringing 
about events to suit your own interests, independent of 
God^s glory, or the good of others; — to make a fortune, 
to gain rank, or any other god of this world that may be 
set up in the heart as the grand object of life, to which 
all the energies, all the thoughts, all the heart is given ; — 
in any of these ways there may be temporary success, but 
there is no peace. It is fagging and toiling, racking your 
brain, and wearing out your life, in misery : say what you 
will, it is misery and drudgery, and nothixi^\sv^x^^ — ^as»s^- 
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pointment and vexation of spirit is the end : even if elated 
with temporary success^ that very success is disappoint* 
ment, unsatisfying, — it crumbles to powder in our grasp. 
But if you are Christians, if the heart is given to God, 
you cannot know disappointment, or weariness, or satiety. 
Have you rank and wealth, and talents or abilities ? you 
will have an object' for which to use them — a worthy 
object, in employing them for which you cannot know 
disappointment. You have knowledge of the secret of 
making these things yours for ever : you will not waste 
them, nor hoard, nor neglect them, but improve them to 
the utmost, and freight them on board the vessel that will 
carry them home for you, ^' where neither moth nor 
rust will corrupt, and thieves will not break through nor 
steal,^' but they will be yours for ever. 

You, being Christians, will enjoy all the blessings 
that surround you, a thousand times more than the 
worldling. As gifts from your Father, each comfort will 
draw your hearts more to Him; you will employ your 
wealth for His glory, for the good temporal, and above all 
eternal, of His poor members, and of all mankind, with 
gratitude for the trust reposed in you. You have the ten 
talents, you will strive with all your strength to double 
them. Your influence especially, and your intellect y you 
will employ for His glory; the powers of mind above aU 
His gifts should be improved and employed in His service. 
Turn a great mind to its noblest end, even by exerting all 
its powers to draw others to Grod — to display His goodness, 
perfection, and love — the bliss of loving and serving Him 
in return, the misery of sin, — the vanity of things present 
— and the glory, the unspeakable bliss, the eternal in- 
hentamje, that may be enjoyed by all. The mind of man 
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Was given to show forth the glory of his Creator ; ahuse it 
not : strive to turn many to righteousness^ and thou '^ shalt 
diine as the stars for ever and ever" 

And whitt peace will you enjoy if this is your aim? — 
even " to live for God and to God!'^ You cannot hare dis- 
appointment. Let you succeed or not in your pursuits 
belonging to this worlds it matters not; if your object has 
been in all to serve God, if you have walked in all with 
God, and look for your reward from Him alone — that 
reward is laid up for you in heaven — your home is ready 
there. And in your efforts for God^s glory or the good 
of others, if you appear to fail, if you see no fruit, if the 
ill designs of others seem to mar all your endeavours, 
still your efforts will not have been lost, you will not 
lose your reward ; fear not, nor be dismayed : not one cup 
of cold water, not one good wish, or the smallest effort for 
these objects, arising out of love to God, shall be for- 
gotten by Him — all are treasured up for you in heaven; 
and, more comforting still, feel assured, the benefit of 
your efforts will not be lost, even to others. You may 
not see the fruity but the seed will spring up some day : 
God will not allow it to perish. " Cast thy bread upon 
the waters, and thou shalt find it after many days.^^ You 
may meet many before the throne of God — oh, blessed 
hope ! blessed aim I — ^who had been led to Him first by 
you, though you know it not now. Oh, exert all your 
powers, you who have many tdents, you who have few; 
strive earnestly to use them for God. 

Again, working with God, or, rather, seeking to have 
God to work with us, what a privilege is this, which the 
Christian alone can possess! what peace, joy, strength, 
and wisdom will this give ! what cectaint^ q£ ^ws^^^^ir^V. 
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What statesman could so truly &erve his sovereign and 
his country as one who^ like Daniel^ had the spirit of 
God within him ? Let him have given his heart to God, 
let him have sought guidance and wisdom from Him^ 
it would be given, — God^s word is pledged ; and having 
obtained it^ with what eloquence^ and wisdom^ and justice, 
would he plead and advise in the cabinet and in the 
senate ! No policy, but truth ; heavenly wisdom would be 
his guide. How truly great would be this man ! how 
straight, how glorious his course ! God^s glory, God^s 
will being his only, his ruling motive and design, how 
strong would be his confidence! — not in his own strength, 
feeling that to be perfect weakness; but strong in his 
confidence in God's direction. All his doubts and diffi- 
culties he would take into the presence of his God, like 
Hezekiah; spread them before Him, and pray solemnly for 
His assistance. His guidance, and not a word or action 
would he commit himself to in his own strength or 
wisdom. 

A man thus acting is indeed an instrument of good, a 
blessing in his generation. 

The being a Christian, having this spirit, will be the 
same blessing, and peace, and success to the physician ; 
the same wisdom may be his guide in each difficult case, 
and make him a blessing to the bodies and souls of men. 
It will give skill to the surgeon, (what could be greater to 
him than God's blessing on his work ? the great God who 
can do all things, His blessing must give success to every 
good cause) ; it will be counsel to the general in his sur^ 
passing difficulties, his appalling responsibility; courage 
to the sailor and the soldier, — death is not fearful to the 
Christian; death, he knows, can come to him by no chance^ 
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but will be sent as an especial messenger to him^ when 
his Father sees best^ to fetch him home : he has his duty 
to do here, his God to serve, in whatever path of duty he 
is placed, but he has no feaVy no anxiety beyond that. 
Death is to him a welcome friend, therefore who, like the 
Christian, can have true courage, presence of mind, and 
cool judgment in the hour of danger ? 

Again, how inestimable is this guidance of the Spirit 
of God to the instructor, the guardian of childhood and 
youth. The weighty responsibility of this charge could 
hardly be endured by a thinking mind, if he did not feel 
he had a higher wisdom to rely on than his own. How 
important are the efforts to impress the mind, to change 
the heart, to incline to good ? But we can pray, we can 
thus draw down God^s blessing, all powerful; and Faith 
gives us confidence that God will work with us ; will pour 
down grace and wisdom, both into our hearts and into the 
hearts of those committed to our charge ; will bless, will 
prosper our labours, if we only earnestly pray, entirely, 
trustfully, and cheerfully depend on Him. I should weary 
by enumerating all the cases that rush into my mind, in 
which to be a Christian, to have the blessing of God, is 
so inestimable. To the minister of God it is his all in all 
to depend on the guidance, wisdom, and blessing of God. 

But this privilege is not confined to those who have 
high duties or responsible offices, it is the stay and con- 
fidence to the Christian in all ranks, all situations. 

How does it dignify the Christian tradesman when he 
commits all his way unto the Lord, when he seeks His 
blessing upon his business, carried on honestly and con- 
scientiously in His sight : he may glorify and serve his 
heavenly Father as truly in his sphere as an^ ul tbA 
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highest positions in the land^ and may possess a peace 
riches cannot buy. 

The Christian farmer^ also^ he feels that God is as it 
were visibly working with him : he sows his seed in hope 
BXid faith J and watches with reverence^ and wonder^ and 
gratitude^ his Father^s work for him : — the little blade^ 
the thin stalky at last the full com in the ear. Different 
tiny seeds, with no beauty, no promise in themselves, are 
put into the ground, after that man is helpless ; but God 
makes each one to spring up into beautiful plants, each 
one distinct, unlike the other. A farmer, a husbandman, 
should of all people be a Christian ; he is senseless and 
hardened, indeed, if he fail to see the Creator's hand — 
if he fail to admire, and wonder, and love Him, and 
to live in humble faith and dependence on Him. The 
farmer who is not a real Christian, and has not this 
dependence on God, frets away his days and his health, 
and clouds his present blessings with anxieties for the 
future; he is anxious and downcast at events, as if all 
depended on himself; he does not cast his care on God, 
who alone can make his work to prosper, alone can do his 
work for him. He grumbles about the weather, thinking 
that he (a helpless creature) could order it with more 
wisdom for the growth and ripening of his crops than 
the great Being by whose power alone the work is carried 
on, from the first sprout in the darkness under the earthy 
till the rich golden grain is ready for the sickle ; whose 
almighty word is pledged that "seed-time and harvest 
shall not fail'' till time shall come to an end. He will 
never fail to provide bread for His servants that trust in 
Him ; He feedeth the fowls of the air, the young ravens 
that cry unto Him. How does man, therefore, dare to 
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fret and fame^ and think that He will fail to provide for 
him ? How dare man^ who is a worm^ think to be wiser 
than God ? Let the Chiistian husbandman do his part, 
and leave the rest to God. Let him sow in faith and wait 
with patience^ without care^ without anxiety ; let him look 
on with wonder and thankfulness from the time the little 
green blade appears till the full time of harvest^ feeling 
confident that each shower, each gleam of sunshine, each 
wind, each frost, is ordered by unerring wisdom, mercy, 
and love. And if it should be that He cause the land to 
withhold its fruit, if He withdraw His hand and send not 
the former and the latter rain in its season, or send 
judgments of rain and storm in time of harvest, let the 
husbandman, and all men, see His hand in this; ascribe it 
not to misfortune or any second causes, or for a moment 
doubt the wisdom and the power of God, but acknowledge 
that it is His hand, His chastisement, sent purposely to 
rebuke us for sin, for ingratitude ; and sent in mercy also, 
in order to lead us to repentance. 

Each event in providence is tvisest, is best ; we need not 
question it : we have nothing to do with these outward 
things, our work is with ourselves, our anxiety should be 
to do that work well. Are we Christians ? have we true 
faith, which leads us to love God ? Are we walking with 
Him on the road to heaven. These are the questions it 
concerns us to settle, God will provide for all else. Go 
straight on your road in your appointed sphere ; whether 
your business, your farm, your employment of any kind, 
prosper with you or not, be assured all things are working 
together for your good. Thank God ; love God in pros- 
perity, in adversity; cast all your care upon Him in a 
simple, humble, happy confidence. Let Him be indeed 
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your God, let Christ be indeed your Saviour, and all things 
really good are yours. All present things, even the worst 
that can happen, are as nothing, as a grain of sand in the 
balance, compared with heavenly things : care not for them, 
give them no place in your heart. Do your work, your duty 
here, for God^s sake as service to Him ; no exertion will 
then be fruitless, no labour lost : your treasure you will 
thus be laying up in heaven, and your heart will be there 
with it. Be in Christ, and " all things are yours, things 
present and things to come, for you are Christ^s and 
Christ is God's/' 

" Be this my one great business here, 
With holy trembling, holy fear. 

To make my calling sure : 
Thine utmost counsel to fulfil. 
And suflfer all thy righteous will^ 

And to the end endure." 



CHAPTER IX. 

"Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in &ith, and heirs of the 
kingdom which He hath promised to them that love him?" — James, ii. 5. 

"Though the Lord be high, yet hath He respect mito the lowly."— P«aZm 
cxxzviii. 6. , 

" Poor, weak, and worthless though I am, 
I have a rich Almighty friend, — 
Jesus, the Saviour, is His name ; 
He ft*eely loves, and without end. 

Fear Him, ye saints, and you wiU then 

Have nothing else to fear ; 
Make you His service your delight. 

Your wants shall be His care." 

" Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near : 
let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; and let 
him return unto the Lord, and He will have mercy upon him ; and to our God, for 
He will abundantly jMurdon." — ha. Iv. 6, 7. 

"Whosoever shall do the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother, and sister, and mother." — Marh, iii. 36. 

I WISH now to address myself to those who are in a still 
lower rank of life than them whom I have already endea- 
voured to convince, that to be Christians (to have a living, 
true faith, such as I have described) will give them, each 
in their different stations, peace and joy, wisdom, strength, 
and happiness, which nothing else — no honours, riches, 
or pleasures of the world, can give. And to you, my dear 
brethren, whom I now address, would I hold out the same 
blessed privilege; each of you, whatever you are, I tell 
you, you may possess that which is far above the highest 
rank, the greatest wealth. You may have the King of 
kings for your father, the Maker of all things, the B«.dftft.\aKt 
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of all men, for your brother and your friend : you may 
have Him as a friend to whom you may go at all times, 
with the freedom of a child to a parent ; to whom you may 
take all your trials, and little troubles, and difficulties, and 
sorrows ; and He will give you comfort, and wisdom, and 
peace. He will be with you wherever you go, ta your 
labour, to your work — in all your tasks, however disagree- 
able, however hard, you may have Him by to help you, to 
sweeten all by His presence. If you ask, how you are to 
obtain this blessing, this friend ; I answer — It must be in 
the way I have described in this book. Go not on, heedless 
of anything but present things, — the daily work you have 
to do, which is wearying, and sad, and dreary ; the same 
things, perhaps, day after day, with little rest — no hope of 
change. Consider with me now a few moments, really think 
of what you have often heard, but never perhaps laid to 
heart ; there is a life after this. This can hardly be called 
life, it is only a preparation for life ; we are, as it were, on a 
journey, going home. On the journey we are unequally 
placed ; some are very comfortable, with no work to do, 
nothing to wish for ; others are very poor, very unhappy, 
have to work very hard. But this diflFerence is only here, 
in the journey through this world ; it is necessary here, 
because there is a great deal of work to be done in the 
world, or we could not otherwise have clothes to wear or 
bread to eat. And some, instead of working hard with their 
bodies, have to work with their minds to govern and regulate 
all, that things may go on well — that when we get home 
there will be no more work to do. We shall there all be happy 
— all rest — all be equal. Now we are placed here to take 
our journey by God himself; he determines the place eadi 
is to £11, and the work you have to do (whatever it is) it is fcnr 
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God you work. He placed you where you are ; He orders 
all the work that oomes to your hand to do : do it eheer- 
ftdly for Him. 

There is another way in which we are all equal, even in 
this world. God gave a perfect holy law to us His children ; 
each, high and low, rich and poor, are equally commanded 
to keep this law : hut, alas, high and low, rich and poor^ 
all have broken it ! All have sinned, that is, disobeyed 
God's commands, and have therefore become unholy, un-^ 
worthy, unfit to go to dwell with our Father in heaven. 
The law was a showing forth of God^s own perfect cha- 
racter, the character which He also requires in all His 
children, all who are to dwell with Him. But the first 
man and woman sinned, and each one since has been bom 
with a nature inclined to sin ; weak, totally unable to keep 
this holy law, or to do any good of themselves, and there- 
fore all were lost : that is, had lost all hope, all possibility 
of going to heaven. When in this sad state, God in His 
infinite mercy found a remedy, a means of saving us — a 
way to pardon us, and to make us holy again, fit to dwell 
with Him. He sent His own Son to take our nature, to 
live on e&rih perfect, without sin — to keep the whole law, • 
and to set us a perfect example, and then to die in our 
stead. He took the load of the sins of the whole world, 
and, as an atonement for them, offered Himself — a spotless, 
all-sufficient sacrifice. Being God himself, equal with the 
Father, His death was a sufficient atonement for the sins 
of the whole world. Now, all that God requires of us is, 
that we should /<?eZ truly and sincerely that we are sinners'; 
that we should listen, to the perfect law, and then look at 
ourselves, our actions, and our motives — look into our 
hearts, and see and feel how grievously we have l«Qkgx^.>fc> 
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how lost we are without Jesus Christy how utterly lost if 
He had not died for us: so that^ feeling our wickedness 
and our helplessness, we may put our whole trusty all our 
hope^ on Him alone to be saved, and may be grateful to 
Him and love Him, for having died for us and saved us, 
with all our hearts. You must feel how wretched and 
sinful you are, you must feel that you would have been 
banished for ever, from your home and your God and 
Father, and driven to spend an eternity in indescribable 
misery, before you can value your Saviour as you ought, 
before you can love Him as you ought, and cast your 
whole hope and trust on Him. And until you have done 
this, have felt your sins a burden, and have earnestly 
sought forgiveness from Him by humble confession and 
earnest prayer, and have cast all your hope on Him to 
pardon and save you, and have determined to live hence- 
forth to Him, trying to serve Him and to please Him, and 
trusting in Him for grace and help so to do : until you 
have done this, my dear brethren, you are in danger of 
being lost for ever ; and if you were to die this moment, or 
the next — if you die before you have thus united yourself 
to Christ, you will lose heaven for ever, and will be doomed 
to endless woe. Oh, let me entreat you, who are poor and 
lowly in this world, whose life has Httle to cheer it here, 
lose not the life eternal, lose not your blessed home in 
heaven ! Do not content yourselves with saying, '^ I 
know we are all sinners, we should be happier if we 
thought of better things'^ — an acknowledgment I have 
heard from many, but without being felt, for if felt they 
would have acted upon it — but, oh^ rest not a moment, 
sleep not again, till you are safe, till you make Christ 
your Jriend! You may do so this moment. Think over 
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all your past life, think of the law of God — it may be 
summed up in a few words — it is, "To love God will all 
the heart, with all the soul, with all the mind.^^ Have you 
done this? Have you loved your neighbour as yourself? 
Have you kept the ten commandments ? If not (and no 
one has, or is able to do so perfectly), you are guilty, con- 
demned, and you may die to-day, to-morrow; if you die 
in this state, you are condemned for ever and ever. 

Are you not alarmed ? afraid to go on one hour more 
in this awful, condemned state? Oh, delay not; go — go 
at once ! Think upon your sinfulness and unworthiness 
till you feel shame and sorrow, and then confess all that 
sinfulness, all that unworthiness, before your God and 
Saviour ; plead to be forgiven, plead the inestimable price 
that was paid to save you and all sinners, even the death 
of Jesus, and pray that your sins may all be washed away 
in His blood, for His sake ; feel and plead that you have 
no other way, no other hope of being forgiven, but that 
you put all your trust in Him ; plead as you would for life 
with an earthly sovereign if condemned to death, and pray 
thus and beg for forgiveness until you feel peace. As you 
would not give up your petition to an earthly sovereign 
while allowed to be in his presence, so give it not up with 
God, but pray and beg till you feel that you are forgiven. 
Bead the precious promises in the Bible, of pardon to all 
who believe — that is, trust in Christ ; feel assured that He 
will not break His word. If you are sincere in repentance 
and trust in Him, He will not " cast you out/^ Trust 
with all your heart, and you will feel the blessed assurance 
that you are pardoned; and then yon will feel grateful ; 
then you will love, and you will resolve to live to Him, to 
serve Him with your whole heart, your ^Ivok. \>fe.. X^s^ 
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will then feel that peace within which passeth all things iu 
value. You will have gained Jesus for your Friend and 
Saviour, your own Saviour; you will love Him above all 
t^ngs. Then you may enjoy all the happiness I have 
spoken of as the Christian's ; then you may trust in Him 
for strength, and grace, and wisdom— righteousness, and 
redemption, and everlasting happiness with Him, and for 
His sake, in heaven : that is, if you hold on this trust in 
Him and love Him to the end. Backslide you may often, 
but return again and again to Him; pray earnestly to be 
kept from falling, to be kept by Him unto the end ; go 
on in constant dependence on Him, dependence on His 
strength s^nd grace sought by prayer; while you pray 
earnestly always, you will never fall. 

My dear friends, do not go on one day longer without 
seeking Christ to be your friend, your Saviour; do not 
neglect and throw away all the happiness and peace that 
may be yours. Are you v^'y, very poor ? Have you to 
work all the day in the house ? or in the field ? or in the 
manufactory ? in the coal-pit ? Believe in and love Jesus. 
He will love you ; does love you now ; is ready to receive you 
with open arms ! He will be with you all the day through ; 
near you to hear every cry, to help you in every time of 
need ; pray to Him, and He will withhold no good thing 
from those who love Him. Cheer y^ur labour and sorrow 
by thinking of Him, by the blessed thought that He loves 
you. He is watching over you. He will never leave you 
nor forsake you, but will make all things to work together 
for your good, and has happiness in store for you that will 
make up for amf sufferings or privations in this world. 
Are you a servant ? Feel you are working for God, not 
man; do all as ia His sight, in order to please Him, and 
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look to Him for your reward. Ask His guidance. Let 
your rest and recreation be (when you get a little time to 
yourself) to go and commune with Him and read His 
word, and think on your heavenly home, where, for Jesu's 
sake, you will be no longer a servant, but a son (or 
daughter) of the King of kings, and will shine as the sun 
for ever and ever. You will thus have a love and peace 
within, even happiness inexpressible, which no outward cir- 
cumstances can shake. Are you a poor sweeper-boy, errand- 
boy, or poor beggar in the street ? this peace and happiness 
may be yours : joy at heart suflScient to make up for the 
greatest outward sufferings. Why should you not have it ? 
For what will you throw it away? What on earth can 
you compare to it ? You are reqiured only to believe the 
word of God, to fly from sin and misery, to go to Jesus for 
pardon and peace, and to love to serve your Saviour and 
Benefactor, — is it hard to do this ? And the best blessing 
of all to those who thus have Jesus for their friend is, that 
death, the end of all things here, will not deprive them of 
Him and of their happiness, but will increase it ten thou- 
sand fold, will take them to be with Him for ever. 

Say not I am drawing too bright a picture, that it is 
hard to be good and not pleasure. My friends, it is 
not hard when you love Jesus,, and have Him to help you 
to do His will. It seems hard to a sinner, one not in 
Christ, and is hard, impossible to him; but go to Jesus 
Christ for pardon first, and then for daily strength and 
grace ; look upon Him as your Friend, love Him, it will 
then become joy and happiness to serve Him. When you 
love, your heart will have become changed, and sinful 
things will have become hateful, and holy things your 
happiness. Sin is your enemy, sin has brought ^<^vL\a^ 
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condemnation^ sin is the enemy of Christy sin caused the 
death of Christ. You must hate sin before you can love 
Jesus. When you feel that sin is your enemy, the cause 
of all your woe, you must then love Jesus for having 
delivered you from its power and punishment. 

Say not, either, that you cannot repent, cannot turn 
thus to your Saviour. Try — only try. Pray, all things are 
possible through prayer: pray for repentance, for a new 
and contrite heart, till you obtain your petition ; pray to 
be enlightened to see the guilt, the folly, and madness of 
sin, to see the things that belong unto thy peace before 
they shall be hid from thine eyes. May God of His great 
mercy lead you to this, give you the spirit of prayer, and 
manifest Himself to your hearts ! 

I would add one argument more. 

To be united to Christ by a true faith is the only sup- 
port under affliction. What else can support ? The heart- 
breaking afflictions and separations that befal us here are 
sufficient to overwhelm and to drive to despair, if this 
world is our all — if our treasure, our hope, has been placed 
here ; but, be in Christ, and afflictions even cannot ajSect 
you — death soon comes to end all, and death is peace. If 
you are called upon to part with friends and loved ones^ 
one after another, what grief can it be to you that they 
have reached their journey^s end first — that they have left 
for ever all trials, sorrows, and pains? They are gone 
home — this can be no affliction. It is tears of joy we 
should shed for a dear one fallen asleep in Jesus, therefore 
to be in Christ raises us above all sorrow, gives perfect 
peace and joy. Let us try then to be indeed Christians^ 
and to lead those we love to be so also, and then all is 
peace for ever and for ever. 



CHAPTER X. 

" I have loved thee with an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindneas 
have I drawn thee." — Jer. xxxi. 3. jl 

" Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive." 

" Te £uthful I hold the promise fiaust ; 
To plead it boldly dare ; 
Wrestling with God to prove at last 
The omnipotence of prayer." 

"Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on thee."'- 
/<a. xxvi. S. 

" Man may trouble and distress me, 
*T will but drive me to thy breast ; 
Life with trials hard may press me. 
Heaven will bring me sweeter rest. 

Oh I ''tis not in grief to harm me, 

While thy love is left to me : 
Oh I 't were not in joy to charm me, 

Were that joy apart fix)m thee." 

And now I must conclude with a few words to you, my 
dear friends, to whom all I have described of the Christ- 
ianas faith and of the Christian's character is well known 
— ^is expeiienced. Let me intreat you to value, to prize 
highly, the great blessing you have received. This faith 
is the gift of God — of Him alone. He it is who has 
opened your eyes, your hearts. Bless Him day by day 
for His mercy in so doing ; for His blessings to you above 
others: and exert all your powers, first, in prayer for 
others; next in teaching them, making known to them 
those things that you have learned by experience ; make 
known to them the way to everlasting life ; tell them of 
all that God has done for your souls ; show forth all Ri& 
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loving-kindness, and mercy, and love ; and entreat them 
with the most earnest affection to seek Him also, to come 
and travel along with you on the heavenly road. It is a 
glorious privilege, too, we possess, — that of prayer- for 
others. In all other efforts for their good we feel our 
weakness ; but in prayer we feel strength. Our counsels 
and entreaties, perhaps, all fail, and we feel worn and sad 
with disappointment ; we are inclined to despair : — what, 
then, have we to turn to ? Prayer. Depend less on your 
efforts, dear friends, more on your prayers. " The fervent 
prayer of a righteous man (of a Christian) availeth much.'^ 
Our Saviour's word is given, " Whatsoever ye shall ask in 
my name, that will I do.^^ " Ask, and ye shall receive, 
that your joy may be full.'^ Therefore faint not, despair 
not ; use all the means you can, but without trusting in 
them, without anxiety as to their result, without disap- 
pointment if they fail of the effect you hoped for : but 
pray, pray in faith ; and look, wait for an answer to those 
prayers — ^it will surely be given. We must wait God's 
time ; but with the sure confidence that our prayer wiB be 
answered at the best time, both for us and those we pray 
for. Even if we should be called upon to die before we 
receive the answer to our prayer, let not our faith fail ; 
let us with dying lips offer up the last prayer of faith for 
those for whose salvation we have so often prayed before^ 
and die in the blessed confidence that it will be answered 
in God's time. He is faithful that promised. " What- 
soever ye shall ask in my name, I will do it ;" but we mmst 
ask in full assurance of faith : it is the want of this faith 
that is the cause that we do not receive answers to prayer. 
God will not give us success while we are depending 
upon owr$elve8y are trying to do things for ourselves. He 
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makes us feel our own utter helplessness by the entire 
JEalure of our own effortSj^ and thus leads us to pray to 
Him to undertake for us; and then He does so^ and 
shows us that it is His work alone^ that we are but instru- 
ments in His hand. Not that we are to be idle^ and use 
no efforts for ourselves : Oh, no ! the only way we have of 
showing our gratitude and love is by working with all our 
might for the conversion of our fellow-creatures and the 
glory of our God. But we must not depend on our own 
efforts, but cast all our care and dependence on God, and 
give Him all the glory of whatever we are able to do. 
Remember, prayer is the best weapon for success in any 
imdertaking ; without which, all must fail ; with which, 
used in earnest, and in faith, nothing we undertake, good 
and profitable for ourselves or for others, will fail. If 
God sees our designs will not lead to good. He will thwart 
th^m in mercy. We may safely trust in His infinite 
wisdom, and our chief prayer will be, '^ Thy will be done,^' 
first' and above all things. We know that the conversion 
and the salvation of sinners is His will, therefore we may 
faithfully trust Him to hear our prayers and to bless our 
efforts in the way that He sees best. Whatever is not 
His will we may be sure is not good, either for ourselves 
or others, and we shall not, cannot wish for it. Let us, 
therefore, ensure to ourselves all the relief from care and 
anxiety, all the full comfort and assurance that may be 
ours by prayer. Let us feel more and more assured that 
our Father will not withhold any good thing from those 
who love Him and ask Him ; and that all things will work 
together for their good. This will give perfect peace. 
The more strong our faith is m the love and truth of God, 
the more shall we be raised above all sorrow^ all axud&^^ 



76 EYEBLASTINO LIFB. 

all wish for any other circumstances^ any other events 
(even in trifles)^ than those that are sent to us by God : 
"The very hairs of our head are numbered;^' not a 
sparrow falls to the ground without our Father. The 
truer Christians we are, the more shall we feel " whatever 
is, is best^^ — (that is, whatever happens to us over which we 
have no control — the consequence of our own faults and 
neglect, or idleness, of course we cannot look upon in this 
light) — and we shall not wish to have our own choice if 
we could. 

And again, my dear friends, realise more and more 
that your God and Saviour is your friend, your own friend, 
who loves you, whom you may go to at all times, in all 
sorrows and in all difficulties ; a friend all-powerful, all- 
merciful. Realise His presence with you till it is joy, and 
peace, and comfort in whatever trials you may have to 
bear ; and till it sanctifies and increases all your happiness 
and enjoyments. If we had a very great, and rich, and 
wise, and good man to be our friend, and to go through 
life with us, and whom we felt sure would never leave us 
— could not be separated from us — should we not feel 
happiness, and great confidence, and peace from the sense 
of his presence and protection ? If he had riches sufficient 
for every emergency, wisdom almost infallible, and he 
was sure ever to love us, and sure also never to leave us, 
should we not rejoice in such a friend, and feel almost 
raised above all fear and trouble ? But, Christians I 
this Friend may be ours in a much higher degree. 
We may each have a Friend whose wisdom is infallible ; 
who has power to do all things in earth and heaven; 
whose love is beyond all that we can understand ; who 
will never leave us nor forsake wa, no, not even in 
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death; He will be with us for ever and ever. Let us 
realise His presence more and more. Let it be to us day 
and nighty alone^ and with others^ in our going out and in 
our coming in — ^let it be to us by faith, the real presence of 
a dear Friend and Father. Let us rise up in the morning 
in His strength, as under His smile and blessing; rise 
thus cheerfully to spend the day with Him, to work for 
Him and with Him. In the presence of our dearest friend 
all days must be days of joy and happiness, all nights 
those of peace, all work pleasure. Let us eat and drink, 
and do whatever we have to do, as under His guidance 
and protection — ^in His sight — asking aid, and wisdom, 
and direction, and strength of Him (by lifting up our 
hearts in a few words of prayer) in all times of need. Let 
us speak as having Him a witness of our words ; let us 
speak as becomes His child ; let us never be ashamed to 
lift up our voice, however feeble it may be, in His cause : 
never sit silent and hear our Father spoken of lightly 
and irreverently. His love and mercy undervalued. His 
service described as unnecessary, or as an irksome duty 
(instead of a privilege), the world^s maxims brought forward 
as a rule of conduct instead of His all-perfect law and will 
— ^never hear any of these things without speaking out 
boldly for that which we know and feel to be the truth, as 
we would vindicate the reputation and conduct, and stand 
up in the cause of a friend — of one whom we truly love, 
and who loves us. Could we be so cowardly as, for fear 
of man, to restrain our voice, to betray the cause of our 
God and Saviour, and by our silence deny our best 
Friend ? 

And when the day^s busy scenes are past, let us seek 
sweet communion over them all with Him ; let us take a 
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review, lamenting all our imperfections, weakness, and 
errors, and seeking forgiveness and renewed strength ; let 
us review all His mercy and loving-kindness to us with 
thanksgiving and love; let us especially bless Him if we 
have been enabled to do anything or say anything for Him, 
or if we have been strengthened to grow in grace and 
patience, or any virtue, or have been strengthened more 
against weakness and temptation — and then let us lie down 
to rest as under His sheltering wings, willing to wake in 
this world or in the next, whichever it may be, feeling 
perfect peace in the certainty that we shall wake with 
Him. And oh, when earthly friends fail, when we fed 
earthly love dwindle away, earthly kindness disappoint our 
hopes; when we find forgetfulness where we looked for 
gratitude ; when we feel lonely, with none to care for us 
on earth — oh, then, how rich a blessing is the sense of an 
heavenly Father's love ! how precious the assurance that He 
changeth not ! His love is " the same yesterday, to-day, 
and for ever/^ He pitieth us as a father pitieth his children. 
Let the remembrance of the presence of our Father, our 
Saviour, and the thought of His love, make up to us for 
the loss of that of all others ; let it be all-sufficient to us ; 
let us feel " our best and dearest friend is left to us. He 
will never change. He is ever with us, He will supply all 
our need, will support us in His arms, and we shall be sirfe 
under His feathers;'^ let us rather rejoice that the want of 
earthly love and kindness makes us draw closer to Hiitt 
and depend more entirely upon Him, makes us value Him 
more and know Him better. Let us also strive like Him 
to love all men, even our enemies ; to pray for them that 
do not love us, even for those who despitefully use us and 
persecute us; seek to serve all people for their good, but* 



EVERLASTING LIFE. 79 

feel dependent on no one for happiness — for we have One 
who is all in all tq us, even the all-powerful One, the God 
who made us and all things ; who upholds us, all men and 
idl things; who died for us and all men ; whose we (and all 
men and all things) are, whom we shall live with for ever and 
ever. He to whom earth belongs is our Father and Friend; 
all things present, therefore, are ours. He to whom heaven 
belongs is our Father and Friend ; all things to come are 
ours for ever and ever, our happiness is securely fixed, — ^no 
one, no circumstance can take it from us. How joyful 
then, how peaceful should we be ! how should our hearts 
overflow with love and happiness, let us be who we may, 
under whatever circumstances we may be in this world ! 
Oh, Christians, let us be so ; let us not lose one spark of 
the joy and peace that may be ours; let us not be insensible 
to our rich blessings. 

And if we are enjoying many earthly blessings — and if 
we have many to love us, and to be kind to us, and care 
for us — let us then take care that none come before or 
supersede our Saviour, our best Friend. Let us thank and 
bless Him for all other blessings ; love Him more for each 
other we have to love or to love us ; love them in Him, and 
for Him, as His gift, but subordinate to Him ; love no thing 
or no one in such a way that their love draws us away 
from loving our Saviour ; love no employment, have no 
pleasure, no pursuit in which He cannot, as it were, share, 
that is, which we cannot share with Him by the thought 
of His presence ; no pleasure which the remembrance of 
that presence will not sweeten and increase : thus those 
who have no other love or comfort will love Him as their 
all, and those who have many to love, many to bless Him 
for, will love Him more and more for each. Let us show 
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to all the worlds my dear friends^ that we are possessed of 
an iu estimable treasure ; a source of peace and joy and 
happiness unspeakable^ which nothing earthly can affect. 
And remember, Christians, ye are the salt of the earth : you 
are to walk through this world as a living witness for 
(jod, and by your life and conversation to carry about a 
holy influence, which (like to the effect of salt) will give 
a check to the corruption of sin. Let your whole manner, 
looks, and words, act as a savour of good in your families, 
among your friends, acquaintance, and dependants, and, 
through them, to the world in general. The Christian 
must act like leaven, — working imperceptibly at first, but 
gradually spreading a sanctifying influence over the whole 
mass of mankind. Also remember, you must shine as 
lights in the world, (as well as act secretly like leaven,) 
and you cannot be hid ; each act, each word, will either 
forward God^s cause and set forth His glory, or hinder 
His cause and bring shame on the name of Christian. 
God has given you light, the light of a true faith j walk 
in that light ; walk as if unseen and future things, those 
things that you see with the eye of faith, were indeed real 
and visible to you: then will that light be reflected around 
you, and will enlighten others. Hide not your gift under 
a bushel, use it not as your own, but let it shine forth as 
God^s gift in you. While you walk on looking upward 
to Him, His light will shine on you and through you; but 
if you look down, look away from Him, either to see 
the light in yourself, or to see its effect around you, it 
will become darkness. Live looking to Him, and pray 
that the light that is in you be not darkness, and that 
the salt lose not its savour by the contamination of the 
world. May the Almighty God give us grace to be thus 
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salt and light in this worlds and so to love Him that we 
may be fully satisfied with His love> and rejoice with joy 
unspeakable and full of glory^ till we come at last to the 
land where there will be joy for ever and ever. 

Feebly and imperfectly as I have performed the task 
of representing "The Way to Everlasting Life/^ weak as 
my arguments have been upon so momentous a subject, 
. yet God can work with the humblest, the most unworthy 
instruments, and most sincere and earnest are my prayers 
that He will bless this little book to the good of some : 
most true and heartfelt is my desire for the salvation of 
all. Oh, if I could but put in words my earnest, longing 
desire, that those now worldly and careless would think, 
would go to Jesus and be saved ; and express my deep 
grief for those who shut their hearts, who will not be 
persuaded, who love all things better than God, who 
think happiness is to be found anywhere but with Him ! 

Merciful Father, take the veil from their eyes, speak 
to their hearts before it is too late, for Jesu's sake. 

" Hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take 
thy crown. Him that overcometh will I make a pillar 
in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more out.^' — 
Rev, iii. 11, 12. 

" Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in His own blood, and hath made us kings and 
priests unto God and his Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen.^^ — Rev. i. 5, 6. 



" Life is real ! Life is earnest ! 

And the grave is not its goal : 
* Dust thou art, to dust retumest,' 

Was not spoken of the soul. 



Art is long,' and Time is fleeting, 
And our hearts, though stout and brave, 

Still, like muffled drums, are beating 
Funeral marches to the grave. 

In the world's bn»d field of battle. 

In the bivouac of Life, 
Be not like dumb, driven cattle I 

Be a Christian in the strife. 



Lives of great men all remind us 
We can make our lives sublime, 

And, departing, leave behind us 
Footprints on the sand of time ; — 

Footprints, that perhaps another, 
Sailing o'er life's solemn main, 

A forlorn and shipwrecked brother, 
Seeing, shall take heart again." 
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